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When I think of what it means to be “Easter People”… 

I think of the word BOLD!   

Why does that word come to mind?  Because to proclaim that someone who 

was dead had been raised from the grave by the power of God to live again is 

a BOLD thing to do!  To be bold is to be daring... courageous…to stand up for 

what you believe…to take a risk.  Being bold means knowing that not 

everyone will like what you do or say, or that they will embrace it for 

themselves, but you do it anyway. 

And when we talk of Florence Christian Church’s core value of BOLD SERVICE, 

we are demonstrating our witness as Easter people.  Our acts of service in the 

risen one’s name means that we proclaim a living faith…one that calls us to 

love others as just as Christ has loved us.  Through our bold service we are 

proclaiming that love is a VERB!   

In this issue we will lift up a few of the ways that we are doing bold service in 

Jesus’ name.  We’ll be looking how ministry partners are making a difference 

in our community for the glory of God.  And I hope that you will be inspired 

by these stories to explore with God your own call to bold service. 

I Peter 4:10-11 says this:  Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 

Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 

whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 

that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. 

Blessed to be a blessing through bold service, 

Pastor Susan, Senior Minister 
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As summer turned to autumn of 1955, Dwight D. 

Eisenhower was the US President. The Brooklyn Dodgers 

were the best team in baseball, having defeated their 

cross-town rival New York Yankees in the World Series for 

their first – and only – championship. And the buses of 

Montgomery, Alabama were segregated by race, awaiting 

December 5, when the courageous heroine Rosa Parks 

would refuse to surrender her seat, for which she had 

paid, to a white male passenger. This event set in motion 

a year-long Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by a 25-year-

old Baptist minister named Martin Luther King, Jr., that 

would begin to fulfill for all US citizens the promise of 

freedom guaranteed by the US Constitution.  

In late 1955, there weren’t too many restaurants in 

Florence where its 2000 citizens could dine. The tiny 

Caintuckee Grill directly across the street from our church, 

served eggs and bacon for breakfast, and burgers and 

fries for lunch and dinner. The small Skyline Tavern served 

steaks and chops, spuds and peas and pies to patrons. 

The Stringtown, a block away from our church, dished up 

pot roast, roast beef, chicken, vegetables and desserts. 

But there was no Florence restaurant where someone 

could get a traditional Thanksgiving meal. Florence 

Christian Church set out to remedy that problem. 

So, on Saturday, November 19, 1955, we served Florence 

our first Thanksgiving feast from a borrowed kitchen and 

cafeteria of Florence Elementary School.  

At the evening’s end, with no food remaining, a tired but 

joyful church trooped home, satisfied with their labors. 

Little did they know what they had begun, but fully aware 

that their ministry that day fit squarely into our church’s 

long history of Serving God Boldly, from providing Civil 

War soldiers hospital space to building Florence’s first 

senior citizen center in the late 1970s.  

Through the years, our Thanksgiving dinner has changed. 

As our campus grew, we left Florence Elementary to feed 

people on our church grounds. In the early 2000s, we 

made the meal free, a gift from us to the town, only to be 

surprised to learn that people insisted on paying, allowing 

us to raise more money for Outreach than we’d ever been 

able to collect before.  

Today, we worship and serve God in a world much 

changed from November 1955. President Eisenhower is 

(lo-o-o-o-ng) gone. The Dodgers dwell in Los Angeles.  

Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr., have become 

icons, beacons lighting the way toward a still-elusive 

racial harmony in which freedom is received by all.  

But the Florence Christian Church commitment to Serve 

God Boldly endures, in the form of our annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner and its many outreach cousins.  

Dan Kent, Elder 

Barb Crume serves Turkey dinner to  

a community guest.  
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I adore mission work.... especially when 

I can uproot myself from my normal, 

busy, distracted life to travel 

someplace that I can share God’s love. 

I love it so much that I have been on 9 

mission trips. Serving here at home is 

fantastic, but, for me, when I take a trip 

to immerse myself for a week of 

mission, I experience life-changing 

impact with people and places that 

aren’t familiar. They make me a 

stronger and bolder servant when I get 

home.  

The trip that had the greatest impact 

on me was right after Hurricane 

Katrina. I felt a major call to help and 

contacted a national veterinary mission 

group. They quickly lined me up with 

local veterinarians in Louisiana. The 

devastation, loss, and pain was the 

most I had ever experienced. The 

people I met and helped were so 

resilient and brave. One vet clinic 

housed a veterinarian and a small staff 

in a slightly off-the-beaten-path area. 

One day while I was painting some 

newly repaired walls, the vet expressed 

that he just didn’t understand why 

someone would come all that way just 

to paint. I was able to relay that I was 

there in response to the love that God 

had shown me.... that I was called to 

help show the grace and love that 

Jesus has shown for all.  

In all that devastation, churches were 

making the most impact in bringing 

aid to the people. I heard story after 

story of churches and Christians who 

were the ones really helping in 

tangible ways.  

We are at our humanly best when we 

are being Jesus to everyone and it is 

the only way to live! 

 Angela Schwartz-McLemore, Elder 

**** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have always believed that to live a 

fulfilled life one must experience 

strength physically, mentally and 

spiritually. You can experience joy and 

excitement with strength in one or two 

of the attributes but not a fulfilled life 

unless all are strong.  

My story begins with becoming a part 

of Florence Christian Church (FCC) in 

1975 when our children were still very 

young. We came to Florence because 

of its convenience to where we lived 

but immediately became impressed 

with the friendliness of the people and 

numerous mission efforts. I 

commenced my service at FCC on the 

stewardship committee which seemed 

natural since finance was my 

professional calling. After serving a few 

years on the stewardship committee, 

Burl Russell and Sue Rankin, serving on 

the Nominating Committee asked me 

to serve the church as the next 

chairman of the board. My initial 

reaction was to somewhat question 

the committee's sanity. I did not 

immediately say “yes” but after 

discernment and prayer, I agreed to 

serve the church in that capacity. 

Since that initial commitment to serve, 

I have served as an elder and chair of 

the pastoral search committee that 

called the first husband and wife co-

pastors to FCC.   I have also served at 

the regional and national level of the 

denomination.  I currently am on the 

board of trustees for Lexington 

Theological Seminary. I enjoy the 

opportunity to help develop 

individuals that responding to a call 

from God to be spiritual ministers. 

In encouraging you to serve boldly, it 

is only fair to warn you that 

opportunities for service may be 

accompanied by controversy and 

serious challenges!  Stay open to the 

spiritual growth and knowledge that 

comes at many points along the way. 

An example of this is how my vision of 

serving boldly was clarified and given 

even greater energy.  At a Disciples of 

Christ General Assembly I attended a 

Sunday morning worship service in 

which Rev. Alvin Jackson, then Pastor 

of the Park Ave. Christian Church in 

Manhattan, New York, delivered the 

message: "How do you know if what 

you are about to do is truly a call from 

God?” Rev. Jackson said it is a call from 

God if "it is big," "it is beautiful," and 

"it is bold."  First, you as a person 

making the commitment to serve must 

feel it meets the standards of serving 

boldly. Next, if you feel that your 

service will meet the standards in the 

eyes of God and is in accordance with 

the teachings of Jesus, you will serve 

boldly. 

 

Angela Schwartz McLemore 

John Reed 
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I have learned on my journey that you never outlive your 

ability to serve. If you are given the opportunity to serve 

the church at a higher level say “yes!” I guarantee the 

spiritual energy you will experience will be tremendous. 

John Reed, Elder, Trustee 

**** 

And so it began, my time 

with the Disciples of Christ.  

In the year 1959, my 

husband Lal Rankin and I, 

Susan (Sue) Rankin married 

in the “Little White Church” 

on Main Street in Florence, 

KY.  After completing his 

degree in Dentistry at the 

University of Kentucky, in 

Lexington and mine at 

Northwestern University 

Evanston, Illinois, we moved 

into our first home in Florence.  We were content and 

began to raise our family.  Since our wedding, however, 

we had not joined a church.  Soon members of the 

Rankin family encouraged us to dedicate our lives to 

Florence Christian Church, as our place of worship.   

Throughout the years, I began teaching young people 

about the Disciples of Christ.  Mentoring became a 

satisfying experience for both the instructor and the 

students.  Gary Bentle, one of my mentees, became a 

close adult friend.      

One of my most memorable times at Florence Christian, 

was working with the Listeners Class.  We became close 

friends as we shared our thoughts and love for Jesus 

Christ.  At Christmas time we shared holiday greetings for 

those church members and others who were homebound.  

Often we received requests for comforting prayers.  God 

Bless the Listeners’ Class!   May they continue to serve the 

Lord, bringing hope and joy to others.   

Over a 50-year period, Husband Lal and Wife Sue shared 

many church sponsored times together.  As Board 

Chairman, he and Don Nunnelly planned a retreat 

together.  Other leaders and church workers, worked 

together on various projects, from play directing, to 

picnics.  Many church members served our Lord as 

Deacons, Elders and Teachers.  Florence Christian has 

been my guide, my friend and my strength. 

Sue Rankin, Elder Emeritas 

 

For years I would drive past 

Florence Christian Church on 

my way to school.  While 

waiting at the red light I 

would look at the cross and 

read the message board with 

the positive quotes and 

thoughts.   

While church shopping, I 

decided to visit Florence 

Christian Church.  The first 

Sunday I attended as a visitor I received a very warm 

greeting from Betty Bentle and was so uplifted by the 

spiritual service of worship.  I knew this was a place for us 

to be.  

It was not long before my husband Mike and I decided to 

join the church.  It was one of the best decisions we ever 

made. We joined not only a church but a family as well.  

There are so many wonderful, loving and supportive 

people at Florence Christian Church.  Joining Florence 

Christian Church opened the door for me to experience 

the joy of greater Christian service.  I have had the joy of 

serving  as a deacon,  being a member of the Discover 

Zone Advisory Council,  reaching out to our shut in’s on 

pie day, and being a spiritual leader as an Elder.  It is an 

honor to serve as the hands and feet of God to our 

community with events such as Bible school, Turkey 

Supper, School Supply Drive, Trunk or Treat and many 

other events.   

The Mission:  Florence Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) celebrates God’s welcome table of abundant love, 

grace and acceptance is not just a statement but a way of 

life and I am very thankful to be a part of this family.  

Melanie Triplett, Elder 

Melanie Triplett 

Sue Rankin 
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So where do the families of Florence Christian 

Church send their loved ones when they get 

tired of them tinkering around the house?   

To the FCC campus of course, where there is ALWAYS 

something in need of repair or a little sprucing up.  While 

these obnoxious tinkerers predominantly tend to be male, 

we receive and value assistance from female volunteers as 

well.  Regardless of gender, these ladies and gentlemen of 

Florence Christian answer the call to Serve Boldly 

through the Property Team.   

When you think about it, it is truly remarkable that a 

church the size and age of Florence Christian, with all of 

the church events, community outreach activities, and a 

160+ child daycare center somehow manages to keep the 

building doors open using a 100% volunteer property 

maintenance crew.  Combined, the facilities cover roughly 

36,000 square feet of floor space.  The campus was built in 

several stages, and ranges from 62-33 years old.  Most 

operations of this size would have a full-time facilities 

person, maybe some support staff, and a rolodex full of 

support contractors.  Florence Christian’s campus is 

maintained by a volunteer group of 5-7 regulars (mostly 

retirees), plus an even larger list of individuals who 

respond to the call when larger clean-up, painting, or 

repair events are on the schedule.  Their BOLD service 

means that the money saved via volunteer labor/repairs/

service is made available to support the many programs 

and services offered to the community and in the service 

of Jesus Christ.   

Recently, FCC was interviewing candidates for the position 

of Custodian.  One of the candidates had an eye-opening 

response when asked why he was interested in the job:  

“After a full-time career, I am retired now and looking for 

an opportunity to serve as well as make a little money to 

supplement my retirement.  How a church appears, to its 

members, to the community, to first time visitors, all make 

an impression and I want to contribute to making the best 

possible impression in service to Christ.”  While we did not 

end up hiring that candidate (he really wanted 3
rd

 shift 

work to accommodate his family time), his words of 

wisdom speak exactly to what motivates the FCC Property 

Team to do what it does.  Our preaching would probably 

bore you, and our singing might hurt your ears, but if you 

are interested in Boldly serving our Lord through a little 

facilities work and creativity, the Property Team may be 

just your ticket             

Ken Mead 

Chair of the  Florence Christian Property Team 

From the left: Butch Carr, Paul Rising, Ted DeAlba, Mike Voskuhl; Not pictures:  Ken Mead, Bobby Hambrick, Jim Galbraith 
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SPECIAL 

OLYMPICS AND 

YOUNG 

ATHLETES 

Several Special 

Olympics basketball 

teams practice in the 

Activity Center in the 

winter months and 

Young Athletes, a 

physical training 

program for younger children,  practices in the spring.  

At the end of the summer season, Florence Christian 

hosts a banquet for the baseball teams.   

Ways you can serve boldly:  

 Coaching and coaching assistants welcome 

 Help set-up and clean-up the banquet 

 Donate food for the banquet 

MONTHLY PRODUCE 

DISTRIBUTION 

In partnership with  LiveWell 

Florence and the Boone 

County Library, Florence 

Christian collaborates with 

the FreeStore FoodBank to 

distribute fresh produce in 

the Activity Center the 

second Tuesday of each 

month at 2:30 PM.   

Discover Zone children help with the preparation and 

distribution of the produce.  They especially love peeling 

onions!   

Ways you can serve boldly:   

 Come early and help set up the produce.   

 Help with check-in.   

 Help with the distribution of the produce.   

 Assist community members to their cars or homes 

near by.   

 Help with clean up.   

MONTHLY  

FOOD AID  

The third Monday of 

each month, Florence 

Christian ministers 

pack up groceries at 

Action Ministries in 

Latonia.  The groceries 

are brought to 

Florence Christian and 

other ministers deliver them directly to Arcadia residents’ 

homes.   Many church ministry partners have established 

enduring relationships with the church’s neighbors at the 

apartment buildings next door.   

Ways you can serve boldly:   

 Help prepare the groceries at Action Ministries 

 Distribute groceries to Arcadia residents 

 Make a financial donation to Action Ministries 

 Fill in for vacationing ministers 

 SHOWER 

MINISTRY 

As many as 11 people 

come in to the office 

wing for a shower on any 

given Tuesday through 

Thursday.  Greeted with 

a radical welcome, they 

enjoy the AC or heat (depending on the season) long 

enough to  refresh themselves before returning to the 

harsh environment of the streets.  When supplies are 

available shower guests may receive a bus pass or gas card, 

a protein-rich snack bag, fresh (not necessarily new) socks 

and t-shirt.   

Ways you can serve boldly: 

 Volunteer on Fridays to staff the ministry to add an 

additional day to the ministry 

 Donate gently-used socks, t-shirts, towels, and 

washcloths 

 Donate snacks - peanut butter crackers, beef jerky, fruit 

cups, trail mix, pop-top cans of meat, etc.  

 Donate financially to the shower ministry 

SERVE BOLDLY IN OTHER MINISTRIES 

Sunday Bus Ministry Outdoor Food Pantry 

Christians for Critters College Touch 

Caring Meals Prison Ministry 

If are ready to serve boldly, call the Church Office (859) 647-5000 Ext. 1 to get started 
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“I have been serving The Florence Christian Church - Discover Zone for 

nearly 28 years. Serving Boldly means to be the best I can be. Treat the 

children as I would want my  children treated. Keep them safe and 

happy. Teach them so they will be confident to move on according to 

their age level. Let them know they can depend on me and trust me as 

well as their parents. My hope is I will make a difference in some of the 

children’s lives.”  Debbie Wilson--28 years 

 

“I have been a part of Florence Christian Church since I was 18 years old. Boldly Serving to me is 

representing the place where  I work, both on the clock and off -- being the same person 

through and through. I want parents and children to feel comfortable coming here and feel like 

they are part of a family. I believe we care for the whole family--not just the children. I want them 

to know that we will help and support in any way we can.”  Debbie Smith--36 years 

From left to right: Amanda martin, Crystal Floyd, Julie Mondary-Linville, Debbie Wilson, Debbie Burns, Candy Moss, Helen Suckow, Debbie 

Smith (hiding behind Helen), Angel Cooke, Nancy Inabnit 

As a welcome and outreach ministry of Florence Christian Church, the Discover Zone Preschool and Childcare 

Center serves families with value-based educational childcare where children discover their world in a nurturing, 

safe, Christian environment.   

Many of Discover Zone and Adventure Zone’s staff 

members have served the children of Florence for 

over a decade; some for as many as three decades!  

In a challenging field with high turnover, that length 

of service is remarkable! I asked each of these long 

time staff members to explain what it means to serve 

boldly at Discover Zone. Their responses all centered 

on the respect and love they each have for the 

children and the families.  

Rebecca DeCecco, Executive Director 

Photo by Rebecca DeCecco 
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“I have been here at Florence Christian for over 30 years. Serving Boldly means a 

number of things to me, but, treating each child with love and respect stands out. Every 

child is different; every child’s needs are different. Not only do we serve the children, we 

serve their family-- Parents, Guardians, Grandparents--welcoming all into our Discover 

Zone family. I’m especially proud to be able to speak to the children here about Jesus. 

Over my years here I know in my heart I’ve taken every opportunity to deepen the 

children’s love for Jesus, serving boldly for God’s children.”  Debbie Burns--32 years 

 

“‘Bold service’ to me means: be courageous and daring, be bold with a clear 

vision, step up, be fearless. You don’t lead by pointing and telling someone 

where to go; you lead by going to that place and making a case. My goal is to 

make a difference with the kids every day; teach them by being an example. 

Over all these years, my heart has always been with the kids and the Discover 

Zone vision-- to teach them to be good citizens and make a difference for 

their future.”  Nancy Inabnit--22 years 

Discover Zone Graduating Class of 2019 

Jenna Stone and Nancy Inabnit, Teachers 

Other staff that have served boldly for countless 

years are Julie Monday-Linville (20 years), Candy 

Moss (40 years), Angel Cooke (16 years), Amanda 

Martin (19 years), Helen Suckow (34 years), and 

Crystal Floyd (13 years). Discover Zone Preschool and 

Childcare is incredibly blessed to have so many 

people dedicated to giving back to the children with 

solid teaching, continuing to be adult learners, 

serving nutritious meals, providing a safe place to 

play and grow in a nurturing environment, and a love 

for Jesus.  
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John McLemore, Ministry Partner 

My history as a leader at  Florence 

Christian Church is long and 

varied.   I’ve been 

fortunate enough to 

serve as a Deacon and 

Elder, serve as Board Chair 

for five years, lead a middle 

school boys youth group, lead an adult 

small group, and serve for several years 

as a high school youth mentor. I’ve 

also lead a few church 

committees. I’m most proud 

of my time as board chair, not 

because of the title or position, 

but because it came during a 

difficult time in the life of our 

church and during a difficult time 

in my own life. God brought us through it!  

I didn’t think that I had special skills or experiences that 

qualified me to be a leader, but I just trusted that God 

would supply in areas that I may have been lacking. I’ve 

always felt comfortable leading, which probably comes 

from previous experiences in my life through the military 

and in business, so leading at church feels natural in some 

ways. If I’m really honest though, I’m humbled that God 

would ever use me in any role in the church…sometimes 

it’s hard to believe all of the things I’ve been involved with 

(which is the very reason I’ve said yes so often)! 

I have grown in faith and hope as a leader because I feel 

connected…so many wonderful relationships have sprung 

up through serving! It gets me out of my own bubble and 

deepens my faith when serving others…it’s empowering to 

see the Holy Spirit at work 

in them while I’m in the 

midst of serving. My 

understanding and love for 

God has intensified as I 

experience Him anew in 

others’ stories and 

experiences. 

* * * *  

 

 

Josh Crabtree, Board Chair  

At Florence Christian, we challenge our faith 

community to serve boldly.   However, 

when you think about it, the 

term serving boldly is an 

oxymoron…at least to the 

secular world.  In society, 

business, politics, etc. the 

idea is to achieve goals and 

objectives, earn profits, WIN, 

the list goes on.  

However, for the Christian, bold 

service, while still an oxymoron, 

thankfully does not carry quite the 

same meaning. As Christians, our 

understanding of bold service 

should be and usually is 

different.  

There was definitely a 

point in my life where 

the only things that I 

thought could 

be bold service were grand efforts like becoming a full 

time missionary, launching a new outreach program, 

leading middle school youth groups (possibly the most 

challenging of all) or foreign mission work.  So when my 

spiritual gifts did not align with those missions, I often 

viewed my service as inadequate or inferior. 

Then I was boldly served during a time of much sadness 

and suffering in my life.  Job 2:13 tells us how when Job 

had suffered much, his friends came to him and, “[t]hey 

sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, 

and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his 

suffering was very great.” Job was served by the presence 

of his friends.  Likewise, I was served by dear people from 

Florence Christian who sat beside me, who had me over 

for a meal, who were just there…no words spoken, no 

grand gestures, just the presence of someone who loved 

me and wanted to be there for me.  

Thankfully, this life experience and others, along with a 

little more wisdom, God has expanded my understanding 

of bold service. By having a greater understanding of and 

appreciation for my own gifts and limitations (i.e., God has 

made it abundantly clear that I should stay away from 

John McLemore 

Photo by Tim Smith 
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foreign mission work because I just get 

in the way) God has called me to serve 

in some amazing ways.  

From chairing the boards of Florence 

Christian and the local Emmaus 

community, being an Elder, teaching 

classes, homeless outreach, expanding 

our understanding of poverty, the 

disenfranchised and other vulnerable 

populations, I have been able to use 

my gifts to answer the call to serve 

boldly.  These acts of service have been 

no less challenging than the grand 

efforts I mentioned before.  As a 

person who wants to be a “fixer”, I 

have found that the most bold and 

challenging act of service for me 

remains just being present. 

So now, if you ask me what serving 

boldly means I will often share this 

from Teddy Roosevelt, “Do what you 

can, with what you have, where you 

are, ‘most of the time.’” The last part is 

my own addition, for I have found that 

service is a work in progress and I am 

still under construction. 

* * * *  

Drew Murphy, Board Vice Chair and 

Nominating Committee Chair 

“Was it over when the Germans 

bombed Pearl Harbor?”  Actor John 

Belushi, aka “Bluto” in the 1978 movie 

“Animal House” uttered this classic line 

during what turned out to be one the 

most memorable motivational 

speeches in the history of cinema.  He 

shouts “Let’s Go!” and runs out of the 

room yelling…by himself. 

Bluto could have given up in that 

moment, resigning himself to the fact 

that he had no followers.  But he 

returned, uttered a few colorful words 

(the movie is rated “R”), and motivated 

the rest of his fraternity brothers to 

join him.  It must be known that Bluto 

is the most unlikely character to ever 

exhibit qualities of leadership.  You 

might say he discovered a gift. 

Holding a leadership role in a church 

setting can cause one to feel like Bluto, 

running toward a goal full speed ahead 

only to look back and discover that 

you are alone.  It doesn’t have to be 

that way.   

As Chair of the Nominating 

Committee, the selection of committee 

members is an intentional process that 

begins months before the work starts.  

Resisting the urge to just fill empty 

slots, people are chosen because they 

possess the gifts necessary to perform 

the task. These gifts complement each 

other, so that together, the body is 

stronger than the individual parts.  It is 

important work.  We are charged with 

calling leaders into roles that will 

further the church’s stated mission and 

core values.   

This principle guides us when we meet 

together to consider nominations.  

One year, after much prayer, we 

discerned that there were more vacant 

positions than there were people that 

felt called to fill them.  That year, we 

submitted a short slate of names for 

the congregational vote, and that was 

okay.  It also indicated that more 

groundwork was needed if we were to 

prepare servant leaders for the future.  

Since then we have implemented 

Spiritual Gifts classes, Enneagram 

workshops and will initiate a 

Leadership Academy in the next year. 

Individuals in the congregation needed 

to discern their own gifts.  Gifts that 

God has entrusted to them, that when 

shared with others, help fulfill God’s 

vision for our lives.  When the results 

of each person doing that spiritual 

work met the call into church 

leadership, a synergy began.  Each 

person began to understand the 

mission and recognize how they can 

contribute in service.  The body 

became united because of the 

underlying recognition that all things 

are of God.   

It sounds idealistic but, if this approach 

is going to work anywhere, it seems 

that church is where it should have the 

best rate of success.  If we can get it 

right here, we can export this approach 

to servant leadership into our daily 

lives.  We further unite the message we 

learn on Sunday with the actions we 

take the rest of the week.  We live into 

our mission through our core values.  

That is, we create more opportunities 

to celebrate God’s welcome table of 

abundant love, grace and acceptance.  

If we can get it right 

here, we can export 

this approach to 

servant leadership 

into our daily lives.

Joshua B. Crabtree 

Drew Murphy 

Photo by Tim Smith 
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As planning for another season of our annual school supplies 

mission project begins, I am reminded of the Bible story in 

which  Jesus feeds 5000 people with only five loaves of bread 

and two fish, with the help of His Disciples.  What started over 

ten years ago as one box of supplies donated to one 

elementary school, now provides more than 11,000 school 

supplies to 24 Boone County Schools reaching 8000+ 

students from low-income households.   

Each year my faith is tested by my own self-doubt and 

skepticism, just as the disciples had doubts about feeding the 

large crowds. I wonder “Can we do really do this again?  Will 

we raise enough money?  Will we have enough shoppers?” 

My worst fear is the congregation getting tired of hearing 

about school supplies?!  But each year, my prayers are 

answered and my faith strengthened by the generosity, 

abundant love, and bold service of this congregation.  This 

miracle occurs because Florence Christian, as the body of 

Christ, works in unison toward our common value of bold 

service. One ministry partner may have only two boxes of 

crayons and five notebooks to donate but they are multiplied 

in abundance when combined with the gifts of all the others.   

The miracle happens when  

 Ginny Yahl boldly searches at yard sales for gently-used, 

good quality backpacks all year  

 Alma and Bill Bonham boldly share our story with their 

game club friends and then donate their winnings 

 Laura Struewing boldly rescues hundreds of binders 

headed to the dumpster at work.  

 Josh Crabtree and other ministry partners boldly tell 

family members, friends, neighbors, and coworkers about 

this project resulting in donations from people outside 

our church 

 Ted DeAlba, Kay Garnett, and Melanie and Mike Triplett 

boldly enter schools delivering supplies   

 Donna Murphy, Tricia Moore, Cassie Matlock and I boldly 

ask store managers to check their storage room so we 

can buy supplies in bulk. 

 Todd Reed boldly asks his office building cleaning staff to 

collect empty paper ream boxes for us to transport 

supplies to the schools 

 All the unnamed volunteers and donors (too many to 

mention by name!) help each summer.   

The resulting miracle is that each year, we exceed our own 

expectations, collect more supplies, raise more funds, reach 

more schools, and help more students than the prior year due 

to the bold and selfless service by our congregation.   

So, as we begin again on July 7, 2019, I invite you to consider 

how you can multiply your own bread (gifts) and fish (talents) 

to boldly serve this year.  Here are some ways you can help: 

 clean a junk drawer, desk or home office and donate your 

excess, gently-used school and office supplies for 

teachers and administrative staff 

 Tell your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and 

neighborhood kids about the needs of other students 

and ask them to donate their gently-used school supplies 

and backpacks when school ends later this month   

 Donate your old printer cartridges to our team to recycle 

at Staples and Office Depot, so we can receive store 

credits to purchase supplies   

 Share this story and directly ask others for funds to 

purchase supplies.   

 Give your time this summer to shop, sort, pack or deliver 

supplies or manage a piece of the project behind the 

scenes.   

If we do these things, I have faith that another miracle will 

occur this summer at Florence Christian.   

Maleah Rhodes, Ministry Leader 
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The purpose of the Green Chalice Program is to encourage and assist local congregations/Disciples Of 

Christ Offices and Assemblies who wish to live out their faith by caring for creation.  

Spring is the perfect time to "Go 

Green".  The weather is getting 

warmer, flowers are blooming, and the 

grass is coming back to life from its 

winter hibernation. We're all looking 

for more "green" in our lives and 

Spring is the perfect time to 

reevaluate parts our practices to see if 

what we can do to reduce our carbon 

footprint. We may even save some 

money along the way.  The milder 

temperatures and small efforts at 

conservation can bring a welcomed 

relief in our utility bills.   

Here are some tips and actions to 

review for us all to live a greener life: 

Call your local utility company and 

schedule a home energy audit.   

Both Duke Energy and Owen Electric 

provide these services for free! A 

trained person will look for leaks, 

review your heating/cooling system, 

and help identify ways to help you 

save money.  You may also score 

some free gifts like CFLs (compact 

fluorescent lights) and LED bulbs. 

Changing out your most frequently 

used incandescent bulbs for CFL or 

LED bulbs will save even more money.  

Set your water heater to heat water 

to 120° F 

According to eia.gov water heating is 

the second largest use of energy in 

our homes, accounting for 12% of 

total energy costs. Leslie and I learned 

120° F is the ideal water temperature 

to prevent most children from being 

burned while still providing hot water. 

Washing clothes in cold water is 

another easy way to save some 

money. Line drying clothes in the 

warmer months is another option 

instead of using the dryer (and 

possibly further heating your home).  

Install water conserving plumbing 

fixtures.  

Many consider fresh water our most 

precious natural resource. Installing 

aerating, low-flow faucets and shower 

heads to reduce your water bill and 

help ensure water will  always be there 

when you turn on the tap. 

Unplug vampire electronics. 

Did you know could have vampires in 

your house?  According to the 

Department of Energy, vampire 

electronics and appliances account for 

10% of electricity used in a home. 

"Vampire" appliances continue to use 

electricity even when powered "off" by 

going into standby mode.  Energy 

vampires are computers and related 

equipment (routers, modems, etc.), 

TVs, Stereos, cell phone/laptop 

chargers, video game consoles, and 

instant-on coffee makers. In addition 

to unplugging items when not in use, 

you can also plug multiple items into a 

power strip to turn them all off with 

one switch.   

Automate your home 

Consider utilizing smart assistants 

(Amazon Echo, Google Home, Apple 

iHome) paired with thermostats, bulbs, 

switches and plugs. A programmable 

thermostat alone could save you 

hundreds of dollars per year due to 

not heating or cooling your house 

when you're not home.  Not sure if the 

kids turned off their lights or you want 

to make sure they don't watch TV after 

a certain time? Smart bulbs and plugs 

give you the flexibility of setting 

schedules and turning them on or off, 

even when you're not home.  Perhaps 

you could plug a power strip into a 

smart plug and eliminate multiple 

energy vampires at one time?  

Jason Lawson, 

Friend of Florence Christian 

Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind, 

that you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.  

Romans 12:2 

Image from rawpixel.com  
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We see soul-moving 

images on the nightly 

news, on social media 

and  hear stories on the 

radio that bring tears to 

our eyes. We catch up 

with friends or co-

workers and hear of a 

family struggling with 

illness or loss. Stories of 

devastating fires, floods, and storms, heart-breaking stories 

of accidents and illnesses, tragedies and violence that leave 

hurt in their wake. Our hearts ache! As Christians who want 

to share God’s abundant love, grace and acceptance, we 

want to respond. We want to DO something!  And yet, so 

often, we feel hopeless or feel that what we can’t make a 

difference. How can we overcome doubt and continue to 

serve boldly?   

We can over come doubt by  

forming faith through our service!  

Educate Yourself  

When you are moved by a cause or event, take some time 

to educate yourself about that situation. Do a google 

search. Read articles. Go deeper into the causes and impact. 

And look around for how you can help. By learning more 

about a situation, you can continue to engage in it with 

greater empathy and compassion.  

Pray – Before and After 

We can pray. We might be tempted to think that prayer is 

passive. This is not accurate; prayer is an action. It changes 

us and the world. It changes our awareness about what is 

going on and how God is at work.  It helps us grow in our 

faith to center our lives on God. So pray! Pray for the 

people affected. Pray before you engage in a service action 

like taking a meal to someone, serving at church, or 

participating in an outreach mission.  Pray by yourself or 

with a group. Then, pray again at the end. Name where you 

saw God at work. Say a prayer of gratitude for what was 

experienced. In other words, just talk to God about the 

service you are doing in God’s name. 

Find Your Why  

One of the hardest things to admit is that we cannot help 

everyone who is hurting. I know that when I see so much 

suffering, I shut down and close my eyes and ears to the 

issues.  This often means that I miss opportunities in which I 

truly can help one other person or engage in one cause. If 

you find your why, the one thing that especially touches 

your heart, then you can focus on it. Continue to see how 

you can go deeper with that service opportunity. You can 

pray for others . . . but focus your energy on your “why” – 

on what especially moves you and how you are gifted to 

help.  

Serving others is something we are all called to do as 

Christians and service is a powerful way for all of us to 

make a difference in this world by sharing God’s abundant 

love and grace.  

Rev., Diana Hodges-Batzka, Associate Minister 



 

Spring ‘19, 

 

P
ic

tu
re

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f 

T
a
m

m
y
 S

ie
rr

a
 a

n
d

 D
a
m

ia
n

 W
a
ll
a
ce

 

My name is Tammy Sierra and my 

fiancé is Dawn Bisson. Although I 

have been a regular attendee for a 

few years I only recently felt God 

leading me to join the church as a 

Ministry Partner. 

I have 9 children, 8 boys and 1 girl 

who I adopted. Yes I might be crazy... 

about my children! 

To consider my life as a 

servant, to be honest, I do 

not feel I serve others as 

much as God blesses me 

with being able to share 

with others.   

I am a great cook.  I love to feed 

everyone. I have always felt the way 

to commune with others is through a 

great meal.  I love to have people over 

for food, fun and fellowship.  At 

Florence Christian  I cater some smaller 

events and assist where I can with 

larger gatherings.  One of my favorite 

things is to offer a complete meal as a 

silent auction item. For example,  I 

catered a birthday parties for a family 

in the church.   I didn’t serve them; I 

was blessed to be a part of an 

awesome event in their life! 

I have tried to instill an attitude of 

blessing others in my children by 

volunteering as a family at Isaiah House 

Ministries, through Boy Scouts, and 

though our church.  The children have 

all assisted me in catering from 

cooking, cleaning and serving every 

chance we get.  Through helping, my 

daughter has learned she’s a great 

baker.  The boys have volunteered for 

youth service projects through church 

and Boy Scouts: planted flowers, cut 

grass, cleaned up after a fire, and 

placed flags on graves.    

My job also involves my children 

working with mentally challenged 

youth and adults in our community. 

The children learned from a young age 

to accept everyone as a blessing and 

that God’s plans for some are to be 

“extra special.”  They all have such 

loving hearts and know, that as a child 

of God, we are to love everyone and 

treat everyone with respect as an equal 

in God’s eyes.   

During the Renew-Restore-Revive 

Capital Campaign all of my children 

voluntarily donated part of their 

allowance to the church.  One week I 

mistakenly gave my son all of his 

allowance.  He returned the money and 

informed me that part belonged to 

God.  I was a very proud mommy. They 

are not always perfect but I’m pretty 

proud of them all.  I pray they continue 

to be a blessing throughout their lives 

to others.   

Pastor Susan is currently teaching a 

class on Spiritual Gifts that I am blessed 

to be a part of.  In this class we are 

learning what gifts we have been given 

in order to bless others.  One way I love 

to bless others  and to proclaim the 

living Christ is to invite people to 

church.  I see this as a “gift” because I 

just love to talk!  Talking about my faith 

and my church is an honor because   I 

am a part of a church that loves me 

unconditionally and I love to tell others 

about it.   

It amazes me sometimes to see the 

domino effect in our church.  I invited a 

lady at the DMV (Shauna Releford) who 

in turn brought her wife and children. 

Now her brother-in-law, his husband, 

their daughter, her mother-in-law and 

more come. At the daycare where one 

of my friends work, I invited a few co-

workers (Carmen Sickmeier and 

Cassandra Matlock) and now their 

families all attend.  I love seeing our 

church family grow and I love being 

part of bringing people to Christ (or 

back to) Christ.  It’s the least I can do 

for what He has done for me and in my 

life. I am TRULY BLESSED.  

Tammy Sierra, Ministry Partner 

The Sierra Family 

Front Row: Lucas, Cody, Mason. Second Row: Caleb, Tammy, Terrissa, MaKayla. Back row: 

Janet, Logan, Diego, Colin. Very back: Sam. Not Pictured: Dawn, Zachary, Andrew, Brooklyn, 

Denver,  Jacqueline, Polina, Danny, Maggie, Amber, Warner 
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