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In 1986, Natalie Sleeth wrote a beautiful song that is one of my 

favorites.  Called “Hymn of Promise,” it describes the promises of 

God through the changes of life.  We need promises to sustain us 

and offer a pathway forward in challenging seasons.  Here are a 

couple of verses that speak to us where we are right now: 

Indeed, we lean into our faith in God during challenging, liminal 

times!  As we look back and acknowledge the difficulties of 2021, we 

celebrate the blessings of our Sabbatical Year of Replenishment.  We 

also look forward to a new year as we pivot on the theme Rebuild.   

In 2022 we set our vision not only on renovation of our facilities but 

also on rebuilding our lives as individuals and as Florence Christian 

Church. We seek God’s direction for the next 5-7 years of our 

ministry and service to our community and world.  In this issue of 

Abundant, we will be hearing stories of some of the struggles and 

challenges, hopes and opportunities, celebrations of 

accomplishments, and a vision that will lead us forward into 2022 

with a renewed sense of trust and faith and energy for what God is 

calling us to be and do.  Let these words be our prayer of trust and 

faith “for such a time as this.” 
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Cover photo by John Gibbons 

on Unsplash  

By Rev. Dr. Susan Ward Diamond, Senior Minister 

In the bulb, there is a flower 

In the seed, an apple tree 

In cocoons, a hidden promise 

Butterflies will soon be free 

In the cold and snow of winter 

There’s a spring that waits to be 

Unrevealed until its season 

Something God alone can see 

There’s a song in every silence 

Seeking word and melody 

There’s a dawn in every darkness 

Bringing hope to you and me 

From the past will come the future 

What it holds, a mystery 

Unrevealed until its season 

Something God alone can see  

https://unsplash.com/@johngibbons?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/pivot-point?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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On my first Sunday back in the pulpit on October 

17, I preached about Abram and his call to “go to 

a place I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).  Abram 

and Sarai didn’t know exactly where they were 

going, but trusted God to lead them.  And I think 

that is one of the things I experienced during my 

sabbatical this past summer.  Oh, I had a plan for 

where I was going to go and what I was going to 

do…but during my sabbatical, I discovered that 

God had some surprises along the way that 

caused me to pivot on detours to amazing 

experiences and insights.  I’d like to share a few 

of them with you. 

The first two weeks took me on a trip with Ron to 

Northeastern Pennsylvania and the foothills of 

the Poconos.  We stayed in a beautiful cabin on 

the river, where I found a huge deposit of river 

rocks (top right).  We had just left Florence’s 

chancel with a Mitzpah filled with rocks in which 

you and I made our promises to each other…and 

here on the river bank were more than I could 

imagine!  So, I began to pick up rocks and paint 

them as a spiritual practice every day of the 

sabbatical.  It was a beautiful way to connect with 

God, and to engage my creativity.  I was so 

grateful for this time to “unplug” from my regular 

rhythm so that I could sleep in, connect more 

fully with God in nature, be open to new 

experiences with Ron and good friends, and just 

“be.”  

From beautiful Pennsylvania, Ron and I came 

home and then I hopped on a plane to go to 

Florida and visit with my sisters, Frances and 

Barbara (middle right).  What a reunion!   

Over the three weeks I was there, I enjoyed 

spending time on the beach and seeing the 

amazing beauty of God’s creation.  I especially 

loved this picture (see previous page), of the sun 

shining through the clouds…and so grateful that 

God is with us through all of life’s struggles. 

During this time, I also began my pastoral study 

grant work on Moral Injury.  In addition to lots of 

reading and journaling, I was able to connect 

with pastors, chaplains, and spiritual directors. I  

“crashed” a clergy meeting then was invited to 

participate in an online Interfaith Dialogue on 

Trauma in October.  I learned so much about 

how religious communities across the spectrum 

were being impacted by the pandemic and 

divisions of race and politics. Pastors are doing 

their best to hold things together for their 

congregations, all while dealing with their own 

struggles, both professional and personally.  

Pastors are people too!   

It’s August, and I’m on the road again…this time 

with Ron to Des Moines, Iowa!  This was Ron’s 

first time with an on-stage audience in almost 

two years, and he was nervous…concerned about 

whether he would remember his act!   I was so 

proud as I watched him perform before a crowd 

of about 2,000!  As people were gathering, I 

heard someone talking about her many times of 

watching Ron’s show, and that he was one of the 

greatest entertainers ever.  I tapped her on the 

shoulder and asked, “Do you really think he’s 

good?”  She said, “He’s great!”  And with a big 

smile on my face,  I said, “I know…he’s my 

HUSBAND!” 

Again, we spent time with wonderful friends and 

with each other.  In addition, I was able to 

continue interviewing people in Des Moines 

about Moral Injury, and reading several books.  

One of those books described a ministry to 

veterans in Ohio called Warriors Journey Home 

(WJH), that has been working to heal the “soul 

Rev. Dr. Susan Ward Diamond
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wounds” experienced from war. WJH was founded by Rev. Dr. John 

Schluep, a UCC Pastor and Vietnam veteran.  So, I felt the nudge to give 

him a call and see if there might be any possibility of coming up to the 

Akron area for a visit to learn more.  This was one of the pivots that 

made Sabbatical so meaningful.  I was welcomed with open arms to an 

amazing community of veterans that inspired me with vision and plans 

for moving forward.  You’ll be hearing much more about this in the 

coming months.  Stay tuned! 

Next stop on the Sabbatical journey was Ft. Worth, TX!  A familiar face to 

you is that of our amazing Sabbatical Coach, Dr. Suzanne Castle (bottom 

left).  What you may NOT know is that Suzanne serves The Parish of 

Jacksboro, a church I served during seminary.  I was able to worship 

there and reconnect with many friends.  In addition, I interviewed health 

care professionals and others in the helping professions about the 

impact of COVID on their lives.  I also spent a day with my friends and 

colleagues at Brite Divinity School’s Soul Repair Center, which provides 

public education and conducts research on moral injury and recovery.    

Upon returning from that trip, I flew down to Alabama, following an 

invitation to speak on Moral Injury at an event entitled “On Forming A 

More Perfect Union” at the Alabama Supreme Court.  Unfortunately, a 

COVID surge led them to make a last-minute cancellation.  I was happy 

to still take that trip, see dear friends and worship with my former 

congregation, First Christian Church in Montgomery.  Everyone was 

surprised and delighted to see me…as I was them! 

My last trip was to Kansas, where I met Ron while he continued his tour.  

Again, it was fascinating to talk with politicians, college students, and 

others about their experiences over the last couple of years and the 

need to share their stories as a way of moving toward healing.   

During the months leading up to and throughout my sabbatical, I have 

had a series of meetings with my consultant, Dr. Rita Nakashima Brock, 

Senior Vice President and Director of the Shay Moral Injury Center of the 

Volunteers of America.  In the course of events, I was able to become a 

trained facilitator for MIRAC (Moral Injury Recovery in the Aftermath of 

COVID) for chaplains, clergy and spiritual caregivers.  I facilitated two 

events before returning from sabbatical in mid-October.   

As you can see, my sabbatical was filled with seeing God at work 

through rest, reading and enjoying nature…being with loved ones and 

friends…hearing stories of pain and resilience…being open to go where 

the Spirit led in surprising ways…as I sojourned with God!  I have come 

back filled with insight and hope and ideas for our faith community as 

we pivot to take our next steps together.  I can’t wait to see what God is 

about to do! 
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For 190 years, Florence Christian Church has 

travelled a journey guided by God to a destination 

defined by faith. As is customary of people on a 

journey of some distance, we pause periodically 

before continuing onward. In this moment, we slow 

down, take our bearings, and focus totally on God 

before continuing our trek. Such a pivot point has 

been Our Sabbatical Year.  

Our Sabbatical Year has been a gift that has 

enriched us all: ministers, paid church staff, and 

ministry partners alike. The ranks of our effective 

Lay Leaders have increased significantly. We 

made new Pastor friends. Our Food Distribution, 

School Supplies and Discover Zone ministries 

have thrived. We have received a golden 

opportunity to discover different worship ways: a 

different feel, different music played by different 

musicians, even a different worship flow. These 

changes have not been by accident. On most 

every Monday morning, ministers met for 30 

minutes to, in effect, “look under the hood;” they 

have deconstructed systems, analyzed 

communication methods, even scrutinized their 

respective Calls to Ministry. Throughout the year, 

our ministers participated in hour-long coaching 

sessions exploring Discernment, Care, and 

Sabbatical processes. These acts have spawned 

conversations which, in turn, have led to 

discoveries of healthy, life-giving paths forward, 

paths that narrow the gap between Who We Are 

and Who We Want To Be.  

Our Sabbatical Year, of course, has been a 

challenge for us as well. 2021 has been a difficult 

year hallmarked by transition and change. 

Transition from the familiar to the new is hard. 

Change forces the abandonment of comfortable 

ways for new, untried, practices. We learned that 

we do not care for change. We endured it as a 

necessary exercise but saw exposed some 

divisions within our congregation. Remaining in 

a pandemic while physically expanding the 

shower ministry and undertaking building 

renovations have only added to the strain of 

maintaining ministries and holding a meaningful 

worship service. We discovered that the monthly 

“Sabbatical Sunday” worship, though well 

intended, only added to the disconnect that 

began to run through segments of our 

congregation. 

As the end of 2021 draws nigh, Florence 

Christian Church celebrates the conclusion of our 

Sabbatical Time. With the Advent season upon 

us, we gather together again, possessed of a 

renewed sense of community, secure in having 

learned that the biggest and, perhaps, the most 

important changes we make are within ourselves. 

And of the new year that awaits us? God only 

knows . . .  

Author Isak Dineson observed, “God made the 

world round so we would never be able to see 

too far down the road.” An optimist who shares 

Ms. Dinesen’s observation would conclude that 

God desires to delight us with surprises of 

happiness, a belief reflected by Christian author 

C.S. Lewis in his book “Surprised By Joy.” 

Certainly, during her Sabbatical, Pastor Susan 

found that “God had some surprises along the 

way that took me on detours that led to amazing 

experiences and insights.” Will we, too, 

experience unexpected delights waiting for us? 

Yes, without doubt, we can trust God to provide 

them.  

by Rev. Dr. Suzanne Castle, Rev. Dr. Diana Hodges
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However, 2021 also instructs us that surprises do 

not always delight; they also bring pain, 

suffering, and sadness.  

Why, then, would God – who loves us and 

wishes for us lives of abundance but who 

nevertheless sees much further down the road 

than we can – withhold from us knowledge of 

future events that will inevitably bring to us pain, 

misery, and sadness? Why would God 

deliberately deny to us foreknowledge of 

specific troubles lurking in our lives, lying ready 

to pounce and devour us as soon as we, 

unsuspecting, arrive?  

God doesn’t. Have we ever anticipated and 

purposely circumnavigated trouble? Yes, of 

course we have. Many a time we’ve seen harm 

brewing, skirted around it, and exclaimed 

“Whew!”  Thank God. And have we ever 

extricated ourselves from trouble, sometimes 

easily, often with great difficulty? Yes, of course 

we have. Who pulled us out? Thank God.  

But when trouble brings us low, trouble that has 

visited upon us seemingly insurmountable pain, 

inconsolable grief, and unyielding sadness, self-

inflicted trouble, or – alternately – trouble we 

neither desired nor deserved (read: Jesus), have 

we ever turned to God for relief, for direction, for 

understanding, for deliverance? Yes, of course 

we have. Many a time. Thank God.  

God made the world round, preventing us from 

seeing too far down the road, so that we would 

grasp this core truth: for us, God is essential. 

While we cannot know what will be, our trust in 

God does tell us Who will be, does tell us Who 

will guide us, even as their faith reassured Abram 

and Sarai so long ago. God wants us to know, 

above and beyond all else, that God alone plays 

the central role in our lives. We can – and must – 

trust God.  

Being human, we sometimes forget this 

elemental bedrock fact. But in this gift from God 

of a Sabbatical Year, a time when we wisely 

stepped out of the maelstrom of the hectic hurly-

burly that masquerades as “the center of life,” we 

rediscovered where true center lies. God gave us 

this chance, and we embraced it with both arms, 

to re-focus our sights on God’s essential 

centrality, the real center of life and to forge 

ahead with renewed purpose.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson, describing the promise of 

The New Day, wrote: “Finish each day and be 

done with it. You have done what you could. 

Some blunders and absurdities no doubt crept in; 

forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a 

new day. You shall begin it serenely and with too 

high a spirit to be encumbered with your old 

nonsense.”   

Our Sabbatical Year has allowed Florence Christian 

Church a moment in time when we could re-

connect with God, better recognize the 

opportunities to serve God and humankind that 

stand in front of us, and step boldly powered by 

faith into the uncertain world that awaits us, 

prepared to do the deeds to which God calls us. 

We have taken this journey together. It has 

changed us. And we are just discovering how God 

is going to use our journey experiences as 

stepping stones from which to launch our future 

together.  We are excited and can’t wait to see 

what God – with and through us – will do.  

by Rev. Dr. Suzanne Castle, Rev. Dr. Diana Hodges-Batzka, Dan Kent, and Drew Murphy  

Photo by Sam Barber on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@milltownphotography?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/stepping-stones?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Over the past two years, we’ve found ourselves re-

evaluating almost every aspect of our lives. When 

church services had to stream on Facebook, you may 

have wondered what the purpose of worship really 

is.  

Florence Christian Church stepped up to help answer 

this question. 2021 was not only a sabbatical year, 

but also a time of discernment. The Elders tasked a 

“Worship Reboot Team” with prayerfully and 

critically considering next steps. Angie Schwartz-

McLemore, Josh Crabtree, Damian Wallace, Dan 

Kent, Ed Lybrook, Glenna Galbraith, James 

Stephenson, John McLemore, Joshua Isaacs, Kathy 

Lybrook, Patti Murphy, Rob Carroll, Sam Combs, 

Beth Silvers, Pastor Susan and Pastor Diana 

committed to serving on this team. 

In Sept. 2021 the team members collected 

community input through both a survey and 

informal discussions. They prioritized listening to 

God’s call, to each other, to academics and thought-

leaders on worship, to members of the community 

who have been actively participating in worship 

throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, and to 

members of the community we have missed.  

In forthright, challenging conversations, in common 

purpose and in good faith the team forged a 

worship purpose statement (opposite page). Clarity 

of purpose is helpful, but the team recognizes that 

there is work to do to rebuild as we enter a new 

year. 

Rebuilding is not just the process of making things 

exactly as they were before. That’s not available to 

us! Too much has changed in the world, in our 

congregations, and in each of our lives.  We are a 

congregation that values creativity and meeting 

people where they are. Therefore, on the foundation 

of our faith, our mission, and our care for each other 

we will build on this opportunity .  

As a first step toward rebuilding, we’ll begin a Fresh 

Start sermon series on January 9, and we’ll 

experiment with 3 ways to worship for six months. 

We’ll approach these six months as a building 

process — evaluating and adjusting along the way, 

discussing what is working and what’s not working, 

learning what tools and resources we have and need. 

The Worship Reboot Team will continue its work 

during these six months, continuing to listen, 

observe, and learn so that we can help develop 

blueprints that carry on after June.  

Here’s what we need to make this work: YOU. We 

need every person who is part of the Florence 

Christian Church community to pitch in. We need 

greeters, Worship and Wonder storytellers, deacons 

willing to prepare, serve, and clean up after 

communion. We need your ideas. We have a 

wonderful opportunity for these six months to use 

the space between our 8:30 and 11 a.m. services for 

connection and faith formation. If you feel called to 

lead a small group, a children’s program, a study, we 

need you!  

The next six months are going to be challenging. It 

takes many hands and minds to make multiple 

services happen. It takes a lot of flexibility and 

patience to say “Let’s try this! We might change it 

again in six months!” It takes real grace for ourselves 

and each other to say, “Here’s what I can offer right 

now, and here’s what I need.” In the process we can 

serve as an example of what the entire world needs 

as we rebuild.  

Our pastors, Elders, and every member of the 

Worship Reboot Team is eager to see you and hear 

from you and roll up our sleeves with you.  

Let’s rebuild together.  

By Beth Silvers 
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Worship at Florence Christian Church invites all people to experience a sense of belonging and 

connection with God and with others. In worship, we praise and honor God; lift up Jesus’s grace, 

love, and mercy; and learn what the Holy Spirit may be teaching us in this season of life. Worship 

creates a foundation for growing in our faith and for understanding how our spiritual gifts, hearts’ 

desires, and God’s will intersect and compel bold service, allowing us to become Jesus’s hands and 

feet. In this holy, sacred environment of worship, we express our gratitude by encouraging and 

caring for each other and for people throughout the world.  

Worship in 3 new ways!   

Sunday mornings, Jan. 9 - Jun. 26, 2022 

8:30 AM   11:00 AM  Online - 11 AM EST 

Rebuild our traditions in this service, 

which will lean into hymns, 

contemplative moments, and ritual.  

On-campus in the Sanctuary 

Rebuild our celebrations in this 

service, which will lean into 

contemporary music, storytelling, and 

innovation.  

On-campus in the Sanctuary 

Rebuild our digital ministry in this 

service, which will connect us to 

fellow worshippers around the world 

during our 11:00 on campus service.  

Online: 

florencechristian.org/online-worship 

Facebook.com/FlorenceChristian.org 

YouTube.com/

FlorenceChristianChurch 

DisciplesofChrist 
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Photo by lutfi gaos on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@gaoos?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/child-reading?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Justice as she has volunteered as our librarian. Clara 

worked in the education field for decades as a literacy 

teacher, and we are fortunate enough to have her 

join us once a week for story time. She will also assist 

with keeping the library clean and organized, helping 

teachers gather literacy materials to support their 

lesson plans, and promoting literacy learning in early 

childhood education.  

Libraries are a gathering place for communities 

providing access to books, computers, movies, 

classes, concerts, and so much more! We wish to 

create this same experience on a smaller scale for the 

community of Discover Zone and Florence Christian 

Church. The library will serve several purposes for the 

school: Story times with Ms. Clara, resources for 

teaching staff, and a comfortable place for children, 

teachers, and families to read together. We are 

improving literacy in our community one child, one 

experience, and one family at a time.  

By Rebecca DeCecco 

Children’s literacy development is essential for 

school readiness. Exposure to books, media, and 

literacy experiences increases children’s vocabulary, 

cognitive development, and overall communication 

skills. Although online literacy learning applications 

are increasing in popularity, hands-on literacy 

experiences remain the most effective way to assist 

with children’s language and literacy development. 

Combining tactile opportunities such as holding a 

book and turning pages engages multiple parts of 

the brain at once therefore increasing the likelihood 

of information retention. Here at Discover Zone, we 

believe in hands-on, play-based experiences for our 

youngest learners. To increase literacy 

development, we are building a full-service 

children’s library thanks to a generous grant from 

the Boone County Public Library System.  

Our new library combines the best of traditional 

literacy learning with new technologies that are 

necessary to prepare children for the 

technologically based work force. Children will have 

access to thousands of books on various topics 

such as science related subjects, social and 

emotional learning, health, history, diversity, Bible 

stories, and self-acceptance. However, they will also 

have access to Smart Board technologies, literacy 

listening stations, laptops, and tablets. Children will 

learn to appreciate books and reading not only as a 

literacy experience but also for the purpose of 

personal satisfaction. Curling up with a good book 

on a rainy day can be relaxing and therapeutic in so 

many ways!  

What is in our new library? The grant has allowed 

us to purchase shelving, flooring, carpeting, 

inspirational wall hangings, a Smart Board, laptops, 

tablets, tables, cabinets, soft seating, window 

coverings, paint, and, most importantly, MORE 

BOOKS! The library is coming together quickly as 

the new materials arrive daily. We will host a ribbon 

cutting ceremony in the near future as we reveal 

the library dedication and host a story time with 

Pastor Susan. She will share her children’s book 

Otter Joe Pete with our preschool classrooms in the 

new library. Additionally, we are so grateful to Clara 

Photo by Adam Winger on Unsplash  

Pastor Susan will share her children’s book Otter Joe 

Pete with our preschool classrooms in the new library.  

https://unsplash.com/@awcreativeut?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/child-book?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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To renovate:   

restore to a good state of repair 

Summer and fall, 2021, significant renovations began 

in the administrative wing of our campus. In addition 

to restoring it to a good state of repair, under-

utilized space is revived to better fulfill the mission of 

the church to serve our unhoused neighbors. For 

several years, we have had the vision of converting 

the “Old Thrift Shop” storage room to an expanded 

Fresh Start Shower Ministry with additional shower 

facilities and laundry service. While the pandemic 

paused this dream, we are now ever closer to seeing 

it come to life.  

Office wing renovation progress to date: 

Step 1:  Demolition - The boiler and related heating 

units in each office area were removed, asbestos 

abated, tile removed, light fixtures removed, and 

walls removed to make two new masonry openings 

for the new bathrooms.  

Step 2:  Plumbing - plumbing ran down a trench in 

the middle of the hallway to the new restrooms in 

the shower ministry area to accommodate  two light 

industrial washing machines, two ADA bathrooms 

with showers, and a hospitality area with dishwasher, 

fridge, and microwave.  

Step 3: Walls - drywall replaced old heating 

equipment in each room and office space was 

reconfigured. One office is subdivided to make a 

work room in the main office, enabling centralized 

office function. This design feature allows more 

capacity and flexibility for the Large Conference 

Room.  

Step 4: Electricity upgrades - added outlets, 

updated electrical service and new LED lighting. 

Step 5:  Painting - at the writing of this article 

the walls are primed and some are painted.  

Step 6:  Cabinetry in the Shower Ministry area is 

installed. 

Step 7: Flooring may already be installed by the 

printing of this edition. 

Steps 8 and beyond: Projected completion - 

January 2022. Thanks to the amazing hard work 

of our team, the project is on schedule despite all 

the challenges presented by the continued 

global pandemic. The office will vacate the 

chapel and return to the newly remodeled space. 

The Shower Ministry will open and the 

community will be invited to a Grand Opening 

Celebration in late Spring.   

Future steps:  Roofs - Phase One Renovation 

includes new roofs for the entire campus.  This 

phase of the project does not have a current 

timeline. 

Ongoing steps:  Funding - These renovations 

are being funded by a variety of revenue streams 

including our Renew-Restore-Revive Capital 

Campaign (2018-2021), grants for the Shower 

Ministry Renovations from RC Durr Foundation 

and Boone County Fiscal Court, a loan from 

Church Extension, and external fundraising with 

our Pappy for Dignity Raffles.  

Renovation is not easy. It means being willing to 

evaluate, make changes, make a mess, and then 

restore. But with renovation comes revival!  

By Rev. Dr. Diana Hodges-Batzka 
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2021 City of Florence Main Street  

Development Updates 

By Justin Finke, City of Florence 

Florence Christian’s renovations to our property at 

300 Main Street coincides with the City of Florence’s 

Main Street revitalization project.  The following is 

progress the city has made in that effort:   

 In November, 2021, the City published a Request 

for Proposals for use of the Main Street Fire 

Station, hoping to attract a restaurant style 

business.  

 The City plans to develop the empty lot on the 

corner of Shelby and Main Street into a parking 

lot that will benefit local businesses in the area. 

 The City is working with the Boone County 

Planning Commission to expand the Florence 

Main Street District to include Shelby and Girard 

Streets, Youell St., Banklick St. and Dortha Ave. 

  A 2 phase Streetscape renovation project will 

improve pavement, sidewalks and landscaping 

along Main Street to hopefully begin in July, 

2022. Phase 1 would address the section of Main 

Street between US 42 and Girard St., updating 

the pavement and street lights.  

 On Thursday July 15, 2021, the City of Florence 

unveiled a new historical marker in the Main 

Street District at 21 Girard Street, recognizing the 

First Baptist African American Church in Florence. 

The church, having been founded in 1870, had an 

active congregation for more than 100 years.  

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN TIMELINE 

1831  Florence Christian Church was organized, 

worshiping in a log cabin. 

Shortly after, the log cabin burned. 

1835 The “Little White Church” was built. 

1915 A tornado ripped the roof off the church.  It was 

repaired via funds raised in a capital campaign.  

1929 Miss Kate’s house next door burned.  The 

members raised the money the next Sunday to 

rebuild her home. 

1937  The Great Flood.  Florence Christian was used as 

a laundry-drying facility for the hospital.   

1937 The Ladies Auxiliary raised funds for another 

new roof despite the disapproval of the all-male 

church board.  The bank president made a 

personal loan which the women paid back.  

1957 Educational Building  was built 

1963 “Little White Church” was torn down 

Groundbreaking for the current sanctuary 

1965 New sanctuary completed 

1978 Childcare center established on Main Street 

1979 Activity Center was built 

1979 Groundbreaking for the Senior Center 

1980 Thrift Shop housed at Shelby and Main.  

Bell Tower constructed with bell from the “Little 

White Church.” 

1987  Additional classrooms, a Chapel and Memorial 

Meditation Garden added 

1998 Adventure Zone opened for first through fifth 

grades. 

2005 The Senior Center sold  

2006 The church purchased Collett Farm, Union. 

Worship began at Harmony Place Christian 

Church, Union. 

2014 Two campuses were reunited at Main Street. 

2018 Renew-Restore-Revive campaign initiated to 

renew, restore and revive the building, the 

ministries and the outreach of Florence Christian 

Church 

2020 COVID-19 Pandemic generated rapid changes 

to worship, outreach ministries and building use 

2021 Removal of the bell tower due to structural 

integrity concerns and renovations to the Office 

Wing 
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Florence Christian Church  

“The Servant Church” 

The small Christian Church in Florence, Kentucky 

officially took the name Florence Christian Church in 

1831.  From the beginning the church folks have had 

servant hearts, providing shelter for wayfarers, respite 

for the wounded and worship space for the grieving.  

It made no distinction between Confederate or Union 

wounded and did not turn its back when Jewish 

worshipers needed a place to grieve or Catholic 

neighbors needed protection from the KKK.   

God continues to bless the ministries of this “Servant 

Church.”  The Spirit guided us to pivot into new 

venues of ministry, providing God’s radical welcome 

to all people through bold service in Jesus’ name.  

Here are just a few of the ways renewal is occurring in 

us and through us as a congregation: 

Online Worship: Worship continued uninterrupted 

through the pandemic with the initiation of weekly 

online streaming worship services to the website, 

Facebook and YouTube.  When it was determined 

that we could meet again on campus, the 

congregation returned for corporate worship, 

observing all the recommendations from local 

government and the Center for Disease Control to 

keep us healthy at church.  

Feeding the Multitudes Ministry:  The rapid spread 

of the COVID-19 virus in Spring 2020 created new 

challenges for the people living in Florence and 

surrounding areas.  Florence Christian responded by 

expanding the once monthly produce distribution to 

twice monthly and included shelf-stable food items 

as well.  Now, nearly 2 years later, we are serving 

approximately 350 families a month through the 

Free & Fresh Food Distribution and Food Aid to 

Arcadia Park Apartments plus the countless 

people who visit the Care & Share pantry daily. 

Also, through a partnership with Kroger, Discover 

Zone receives a weekly delivery of free food for 

Discover Zone families and staff.   

Discover Zone Preschool and Childcare 

Program continues to meet the growing need for 

quality childcare in our community.  Many 

childcare programs were not equipped to sustain 

the challenges of the pandemic but Discover Zone 

Staff weathered the frequently changing 

regulations and adapted to restrictions in order to 

preserve the valued service of Christian education 

to children from birth to 5th grade.   

Fresh Start Shower Ministry:  As an outreach 

ministry of Florence Christian Church, the Fresh 

Start Shower Ministry promotes dignity through a 

safe and welcoming place with showers and 

restrooms. Fresh body.  Fresh clothes. Fresh start. 

The Fresh Start Shower Ministry is on schedule to 

have a grand opening in Spring 2022.  

In December 2018 the leaders, ministry partners, 

children and youth of this congregation embarked 

on a three-year campaign to raise capital to 

assure these ministries and others would thrive for 

next 50 years.   The Renew-Restore-Revive Capital 

Campaign resulted in $350,397 in pledges from 

113 families and individuals.   Due to the 

unexpected constraints that the pandemic placed 

on many of our families, and hard decisions that 

needed to be made regarding their giving to the 

ongoing ministries of the church, capital 

campaign giving was impacted.  The campaign 

drew to an “official” close on Nov. 30, 2021 with 

$242,827 actually raised to fund renovations for 

the property.  There is still plenty of time, 

however, to complete your pledge, especially for 

those who planned lump sum donations. Non-

pledged donations to the Renew-Restore-Revive 

Capital Campaign are also graciously received for 

any who are called to support the future mission 

efforts of this Servant Church. 
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Mission: Florence Christian Church celebrates 

God’s welcome table of abundant love, grace and 

acceptance.  

Core Values:  We welcome radically.  We serve 

boldly.  We form faith every day.  

The articles in this issue of show us the 

importance of going to higher ground to get 

perspective on how to pivot in following God’s 

lead.  This sabbatical year was intentionally 

designed to provide space and opportunity to 

worship, to rest and to replenish our spirits in 

preparation for next steps.   

What steps will you take to discern God’s call to 

engage in the ministries of this congregation?   

 Pray 

Your prayer support could not be more important 

now as the church’s leadership continues to 

discern how we will emerge from the injuries of 

the pandemic, rebuild worship, continue outreach 

ministries and renovate our physical plant. 

 Believe 

Much of our discomfort about change comes from 

our belief that our familiar ways of doing things 

are the best and only ways to do things.  Will you 

believe that God is birthing something new?  Will 

you commit to curiosity as this church pivots and 

explores new ways of worshipping, learning and 

being present in our community? 

 Attend Worship  

Your presence in worship, on campus or online, is 

a vote for what you want your church to be as we 

experiment through ritual building, innovation, 

and celebration.  The Rebuild Team is collecting 

data from your attendance and engagement to 

discern how worship is best expressed in this 

congregation.  Do your part and show up!  

 Build 

This is a great opportunity for everyone to 

participate in the creative process of rebuilding.  

Do you have a particular ministry, passion or 

interest that piques your imagination?  Do you 

see gaps that your unique talents could fill?  

Speak to the Elders or Pastors about your ideas 

and let’s build this community together. 

 Give 

In gratitude for all that God has given to us, will 

you commit to sharing your gifts of time, talent 

and treasure in order to participate in the 

unveiling of God’s light in our church, our 

community and the world. Committing to make a 

regular donation to the General Fund that 

supports the daily operations and ongoing 

ministries of the church is a testament to the 

generous work of God in your life to bless you 

and your family.   

 Engage 

The volunteer opportunities are abundant!   

 Multimedia Team 

 Property Team 

 Social Media Team 

 Food distribution 

 Outdoor pantry 

 Shower Ministry 

 Office assistance 

 Faith formation leader 

 Discover Zone volunteer 

 Moving Team 

 Caring Meals Ministry 

 Card Ministry 

 College Touch 

 Pie Day 

 Other: ________________________________________  

Contact the Church Office to get started! 



300 Main Street, Florence KY 41042 

(859)647-5000 

fccinfo@florencechristian.org 

Florencechristian.org 

 


