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By Rev. Susan Ward Diamond, 

Senior Minister 

Jesus’ call to servant leadership 

expresses itself distinctly in 

contrast to authoritarian rule. The 

call is to shepherd people 

through the mountain passes of 

our lives. This issue of 

looks at how Florence Christian 

Church serves as a guide to the 

abundant life that Jesus modeled.  

Consider what it means to be 

“Healthy at Church.”  How has the 

Church been a guide in the midst 

of a global pandemic seeking to 

be faithful in our mission and 

ministry?   

Chris Maxwell,  Senior Fellow for 

the Center of Leadership and 

Change Management at Wharton 

School of the University of 

Pennsylvania, in his article “To Be 

A Better Leader, Lead Like a 

Guide,” compares leadership 

during challenging times to being 

a mountain guide. According to 

Maxwell, mountain guides 

employ six leadership strengths:   

1. Socially intelligent, quickly 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o s i t i v e 

interactions with clients. 

2. Adaptable, matching their 

leadership style to rapidly 

changing conditions. 

3. Empowering , providing 

clients a supportive space for 

growth and development. 

4. Trust-builders, helping clients 

learn to trust themselves and 

their teams. 

5. Risk-aware, operating with 

skill and safety in uncertain 

conditions. 

6. Big-picture thinkers, taking a 

holistic view of the endeavor. 

We are facing the convergence of 

many struggles today. A global 

pandemic, climate disasters, racial 

reckoning, political divisions, and 

economic calamity all cause fear, 

distrust in institutions and, sadly, 

reveal the ugliest of human 

interactions.  In such a time as 

this the Church is not only 

relevant, but is desperately 

needed as a guide.   

As Florence Christian Church 

strives to be “Healthy at Church” 

we see all six key leadership 

strengths, modeling the kind of 

servant leadership Jesus lived and 

passed on to us as his followers.   
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 When physically distant, we 

are connected to each other.  

Our phones and letters, 

emails and digital devices 

enable us to sustain socially 

intelligent interactions with 

one another.   

 We are adaptable, remaining 

nimble, changing  in ways 

that keep us connected and 

safe simultaneously.   

 We are empowering the 

community to engage in 

God’s Word and to grow 

through online classes and 

daily devotions. 

 The pastors, church staff and 

lay leaders are building trust, 

guided by our core values and 

mission.   

 The church is risk-aware, 

listening to the science, 

operating with procedures 

that recognize and diminish 

risk.   

 And more than anything, 

Florence Christian Church is 

faithful to the big picture…to 

our mission of abundant love, 

grace and acceptance of all 

people.   

This issue of Abundant contains 

stories from people who found 

Florence Christian Church 

acting as a guide in their lives.  I 

know you will be inspired as 

you think about ways that you 

have been blessed and guided 

by the church, and invited to 

join us in this sacred mission to 

others.  After all…WE are the 

church!  We are in this 

together!   

 

 

Chris Maxwell, To Be A Better Leader, 

Lead Like a Guide, 

ww.europeanbusinessview.com, Nov-

Dec. 2014. 

Barbara Walters 

https://unsplash.com/@joshuaearle?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/mountain-top?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/barbara-walters-quotes
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myself, feed myself or brush my teeth. I couldn’t open 

a sugar packet or hold a coffee cup!  

Once I got home I still needed constant care.  My 

family gave of their precious time to sit with me while 

Jeff was at work. It would be impossible to attempt to 

figure out how many grueling hours of physical and 

occupational therapy I’ve had. The endless hours of 

home exercises are becoming a blur. It was God, 

visitors, church members, medical professionals, 

friends and family who helped get me where I am 

today. I admit, there were a few times I wished I 

would have died in the accident, but those thoughts 

didn’t last long and I no longer have them. 

I was scheduled for surgery on March 23, 2020 to 

remove all of the hardware in my left leg. I was so 

excited! It would be my 12th and final surgery… then 

came COVID-19 and my surgery was cancelled. I was 

so disappointed. So we sheltered in place and waited 

and waited.  I think my accident actually prepared me 

for the isolation that COVID-19 would bring. I feel like 

I have been searching for 

ways to pay it forward and 

hopefully bring comfort to 

others who may find 

themselves in a similar 

situation.  

Kris Moreland 

By Kris Moreland 

Seeing the beautiful fall foliage and then watching 

the leaves drop to the ground, reminds me that in 

life there are many endings that lead to new 

beginnings.  

October 4th, being the 3 year anniversary of my 

accident, caused me to reflect on where I am. My 

accident brought the life I knew to a screeching 

halt. With multiple traumas came multiple 

limitations. With the realization of just how serious 

my injuries were, every new day seemed to bring 

with it more and more tasks I was unable to 

perform. First, I was non-weight bearing in both 

arms and one leg for 12 miserable weeks. I also 

had broken ribs and a brain bleed.  As a very 

independent and determined woman, I was now 

unable to bathe myself, wash my hair, dress 

Above:  Kris Moreland now with her great-grandson.   

Inset:  Kris 3 years ago right after the accident. 

Kris’ cats were always her faithful companions. 
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I have more patience now.  After being rescheduled 

one more time, my final surgery was on May 21. 

Now, my leg is no longer stiff and difficult to move. I 

didn’t need rehab and I walked up the stairs the 

same day as the surgery! After 3 nerve releases in 

my right arm, I still have some numbness but I am 

typing for the first time since October 4, 2017 while 

fighting back tears. I’ve always loved to type. I have 

been searching for ways to pay it forward and 

hopefully bring comfort to others who may find 

themselves in a similar situation.  

Now, three years later, I can finally say I have 

reached the other side of the mountain. I can tell the 

story of the accident and not cry anymore. I’ve 

always tried to see the big picture, even before the 

accident. Not every day is good, but there is 

something good in every day. I know where I’ve 

been and where I am now and it seems like a dream. 

I wake up grateful and go to bed grateful. I finally 

have my independence back. All of the tasks I was 

unable to do are possible now. Knowing my great-

grandson was on the way when I was so broken was 

a focal point for my recovery, but now I am even 

able to babysit him!  Part of my right hand and 

fingers are still partly numb, but if this is as good as 

it gets, I am fine with that. I am blessed to have 

gotten this far. As the saying goes, it takes a village. 

Luckily for me, I was blessed with the best! 

The difference a year has made:  

making pumpkin pie from her 

wheelchair in 2019; standing tall with 

her first pie of the season in 2020.   

Family Christmas Eve Service  
Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4 PM 

on the website, Facebook and YouTube 

florencechristian.org 

Thursday, Dec. 24 at 8 PM 

on the website, Facebook and 

YouTube 

florencechristian.org 
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news that Aaron was gone. I took it really hard 

because he had helped me 

so much.  

I started thinking: 

when I was at my 

most desperate 

who did I turn to? 

I reached out to 

God.  I asked God 

to bail me out of 

my mess. He didn’t 

do it in the way I had 

asked, instead God 

sent me a guide, Aaron. 

When my time with Aaron 

was coming to an end, God sent 

me Balboa. When I look back I see 

that I hadn’t weathered my struggles by 

myself.  People and signs were in front of 

me that I didn’t see because I didn’t want to see 

them.  

Then I met my daughter, Delaney. Mollee and I 

worked with Delaney’s mom to get her into our 

lives. Mollee has been her “Momo” from the day 

we met her. We found out that day that Delaney 

has two middle names: Evelyn, my Grandma who 

Delaney’s Mom was close too, and Aeryn. I don’t 

know why Delaney’s Mom chose Aeryn but it is a 

very special meaning to me. Just another sign 

from God that God is helping me through. Aaron 

is still in my thoughts and I know he is rooting me 

on.  

I overcame every obstacle that seemed 

insurmountable during that tough run of my life. 

Now I look for signs to help me feel that my life is 

going in a good way. They are there if we are 

open to them.  

By Damian Wallace 

Where I left off…in an operating room having a life

-saving heart procedure, secretly asking God to let 

me check out. Well, I woke up, survived a perfect 

surgery and was surrounded by my loving family. 

But I was sad because now I had to face the mess I 

had made. God didn’t answer my prayer, but when 

I woke up I knew that God was there to help me 

through whatever lies ahead.  There was no big, 

bold sign that everything was going to be alright.  

I just had to feel my way through the dark like we 

all do in rough times.  

I started with a therapist, Aaron. Telling him 

everything and his non-judgmental understanding 

helped me mentally get through my surgery and 

recovery.  He also helped me put my focus back 

on what was important to me, what I could be 

proud of.  I decided I wanted to be around my 

kids and my Mollee, whether she wanted me or 

not, and I started living that way. We got a rescue 

dog, a big guy named Balboa. I’m a big Rocky fan 

so this just felt right and I had a new best friend.  

Just as things seemed to be getting better I was 

suddenly at a crossroads again. I got the horrible 

Don’t ever feel you are 

alone, open your eyes to 

those around you and 

embrace their love. It can 

make all the difference in 

the world.       

Damian Wallace

Damian, Lucy, Delanie, Mollee, and Abby 
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A year later I decided that my girls needed a 

relationship with God too. I hadn’t been to church 

since I was young. The three girls and I wandered 

into the church at the corner of US42 and Dixie 

Hwy. one Sunday morning and we were greeted by 

Ted. He showed us around and really made us feel 

welcome. We were invited 

back that night to Trunk 

or Treat and the girls 

had a great time. 

The next day 

Glenna delivered a 

welcome bag to 

our house. The 

church really 

stressed the sense 

of community. 

Everyone is there to 

help each other. I love 

the message about 

celebrating the life of Jesus. 

This is different from what I had 

experienced in the past. The music is 

upbeat and everyone is happy to be there; 

it was just great.  

Soon after I started coming, the church got two 

permanent pastors, Pastor Susan and Pastor Diana. 

Pastor Diana works great with my girls and Pastor 

Susan has really helped me on my journey of 

learning to be a Christian. I have read the Bible all 

the way through for the first time. I now have a 

study Bible to help me understand it a little better. 

I’m proud to say that I am a Deacon at Florence 

Christian Church. This has been a great journey for 

me.  And just in case I needed another sign that I 

am in the right place, Pastor Susan and I share a 

wedding anniversary date and both of our spouses 

share a birthday. Ha, ha! 

I’ve learned that we are never alone, and also that 

we are not in total control of our path through life. 

God will give you great people to guide your 

journey, you just have to look for them. I 

Don’t ever feel you are 

alone, open your eyes to 

those around you and 

embrace their love. It can 

make all the difference in 

the world.        

Damian Wallace         

remember Mr. Roger’s saying that when he saw 

scary things in the news, his mother would say 

to him “Look for the helpers. You will always 

find people who are helping.” My parents have 

always had my back, even when they did not 

like my choices. When I would not listen to 

them, God sent me Aaron. When my time with 

Aaron was wrapping up I got Balboa and my 

Mollee back; she will always be my rock.  Then I 

found a church full of helpers who do so much 

for their community that you can’t help but get 

caught up in the excitement of helping: Turkey 

Suppers, Halloween Trunk or Treat, Senior food 

delivery, Christmas Caroling and the Easter Egg 

hunts. Even more, my spiritual life has grown 

into something I never imagined. 

I still have my medical issues; they are not 

going away but they don’t bring me down.  I’ve 

had to slow down a lot from my previous life, a 

life I was ready to give up on 8 years ago that is 

now a life I am so proud of.  

Don’t ever feel you are alone, open your eyes to 

those around you and embrace their love. It can 

make all the difference in the world.                

Family and friends together for the holidays 
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By Rebecca DeCecco 

Providing a secure and stable childcare program 

for families under normal conditions requires 

diligence and expertise.  The Discover Zone 

Preschool and Childcare Program has high 

standards for excellence in regard to compliance 

with state regulations because we answer to a 

higher authority.  Our mission calls us to serve 

families with value-based educational childcare 

where children discover their world in a nurturing, 

safe, Christian environment. 
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Providing a secure and stable childcare program 

for families during a pandemic seemed like an 

insurmountable task, but the Discover Zone staff 

was energized by the challenge and engaged 

creatively in implementing new regulations.  Before 

reopening, Discover Zone staff worked hard to 

ensure all protocols from the state of Kentucky 

Division of Child Care were fully implemented.  The 

staff was trained on all new procedures. The center 

was completely cleaned and sanitized before 

children arrived on June 15th.   

Providing a secure and stable childcare program 

requires more than just a trained and qualified 

staff, it demands that parents understand and 

comply with all the necessary protocols. Therefore, 

the parents of the children were fully informed of 

all the new regulations.  All communications to 

Discover Zone families went out on the 

Brightwheel messaging app and on Facebook, with 

frequent reminders to read instructions and view 

videos.  The parents received a safety protocol 

sheet covering topics such as drop-off, pick-up, 

hand sanitizing, classroom cleaning and traffic 

patterns throughout the building. The staff 

produced training videos to show families the 

drop-off procedures for each of the three 

entrances.  

As a result, parents expressed confidence in 

Discover Zone’s ability to handle the emergency 

regulations from the state.  The drop-off and pick-

up of children was a seamless process from day 

one! The logistics involved with daily drop-off, 

temperature checks, classroom capacity, extra 

classrooms, new staff, and the overall demands 

were successfully managed.  As one of the first 

centers in Northern Kentucky to reopen, Discover 

Zone served as an informal model for other 

centers as they opened. The parents of the 

Adventure Zone school age program chose full 

virtual learning programs because cleanliness 

standards are higher than in schools.  

Continued on page 10 

A grandmother raising a seven-year-old, 

said “I feel safer with my grandson here 

than at school. You guys are so clean.” 

Amadeus and Ben playing under the playground shelter 

Witt getting his temperature taken 
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As the staff and families returned to Discover 

Zone, they expressed relief at getting back to a 

normal routine and the sense of security that 

preparedness brings.  

Our commitment to health and safety went 

beyond keeping the children and parents safe. We 

were also concerned with keeping each other safe 

and healthy. Our Discover Zone staff and their 

children are part of our work and church family.  

Although there are no certainties or guarantees 

during this time of COVID-19, we are committed 

to keeping the families, staff, and children at 

Discover Zone safe and healthy. This commitment 

goes beyond just sanitizing, cleaning, and wearing 

masks. We are committed to listening and 

providing support through this stressful and 

confusing time. We have been a shoulder to cry 

on, an ear to listen, and an advocate for families 

that need childcare despite the decrease in 

available childcare options. Families are seeking 

security and stability in an unpredictable world 

and we are doing our part to provide a nurturing, 

safe and Christian environment for them.  

“Although the COVID-19 situation created 

a lot of uncertainty for us and our family, 

the one thing we were comforted by was 

the commitment Discover Zone staff made 

to do what was best for our children.  We 

were kept well informed about updates 

throughout the shutdown, understood the 

new procedures, and were impressed at 

how serious the staff took these new pro-

cedures once they reopened."  

Nate Meyers, Parent 

“Coming back to work in the middle of a pandemic was 

an easy choice for me even with an immune 

compromised child.  I knew that the changes that had 

happened to keep everything sanitized would keep my 

child and myself safe.”   

Jennifer Adams, Preschool 2 teacher 

Sometimes teacher training was fun and games! 
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By Phyllis Reed 

Florence Christian Church has a reputation that has been forged from 

an almost 190 year commitment to being a “Servant Church” in our 

community.  Serving as a hospital in the Civil War, acting as a good 

neighbor during Civil Rights unrest of the 1960s, providing a large 

community Thanksgiving meal and taking Vacation Bible School to local 

apartment neighborhoods to serving as an emergency cold shelter last 

winter, we have a reputation in the Northern Kentucky area as a church 

who extends care and compassion through service.   

When COVID-19 shut down our country, organizations that could 

provide necessary resources to the community reached out to Florence 

Christian Church because we were already positioned as a service outlet 

to our neighborhood.  The resulting increased collaboration with service 

providers created a dynamic synergy that truly benefited our region.  

Free and Fresh food distribution increased to twice monthly and more 

than doubled the number of households and individuals served each 

event.  The amount of food increased 81% from 22 pounds to over 40 

per household; the variety increased dramatically from only produce to 

shelf-stable items and sometimes meat and dairy.  Visits to the Care and 

Share Pantry nearly doubled requiring that it be stocked two or three 

times daily.  The number of Food Ministry recipients at Arcadia Park 

increased from 23 to 25, and the Action Ministries food is now 

supplemented with Kroger gift cards.  

COVID-19 makes these times feel uncertain and frightening, like doors 

are closing. Florence Christian Church’s creative, God- inspired, faith-

filled, intentional response opened pathways for people to find hope 

and courage. 

 

 LiveWell Florence 

 WellCare Health Care 

Company 

 Anthem Blue Cross and 

Blue Shield 

 UK Extension Office 

 Northern Kentucky Health 

Department 

 Walgreen’s 

 St. Elizabeth Nurses Clinic 

 Master Provisions 

 FreeStore FoodBank 

 Panera Bread in Crescent 

Springs 

 St. Elizabeth Healthcare 

 Northern Kentucky 

Community Action 

Commission 

 Action Ministries  

 National Benevolent 

Association 

 Boone County Judge 

Executive’s Office 

 Boone County Library 

Collaborating Organizations:  

Photo by Sylvain Mauroux on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@alpifree?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/mountain-climbing?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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By Rev. Diana Hodges-Batzka 

If you pause and think about a time in your life 

when you were at a crossroads, faced with 

making a difficult choice, I imagine at some point 

you had an important conversation with 

someone you trusted which helped you gain 

clarity and set you on a path to making a 

decision.  

I know I have experienced this many times 

throughout my life. One specific instance 

was when I was discerning whether I 

needed to conclude service to an 

organization I loved deeply, 

had dedicated many volunteer 

hours to helping it fulfill its 

vision, and was filled with 

mixed emotions about my 

continued involvement. I wanted 

to stay but I was being pulled in 

many different directions. I had a 

conversation with a trusted 

colleague who listened, asked me 

important questions, and through our 

conversation and my continued reflection on my 

responses, I was able to gain insight about what 

decision I needed to make. I was able to be at 

peace with my decision. I knew it is what God 

was calling me to do.  

We all have guides in our lives who help us 

discern our decisions. Sometimes the decisions 

seem simple, i.e. a Google search helps us choose 

a restaurant. Sometimes the decisions are very 

complicated, and we need multiple people and 

perspectives.  We may need professional help 

like therapists, counselors, or coaches for high 

impact decisions like our careers, mental health 

and key relationships. Other times a meaningful 

conversation with our partners or friends suffices.  

Throughout all these conversations, we are 

engaging in a process of discernment – 

discerning God’s call on our lives in our everyday 

experiences. And this is not easy!  

One tool that is available is the All Called Project 

at Allcalled.org! This online tool provides simple, 

accessible tools to help people discover their 

meaning and purpose in life through their daily 

experiences. Sometimes we discover our calling 

through experiences of joy and celebration, 

other times through difficulty, challenge, 

or loss. By exploring topics such as 

your relationships, work, 

caregiving and more, viewers 

are invited to delve deeply into 

their gifts, motivations, 

emotions and skills.  

And it is a great tool to help you 

have a calling conversation with 

others! Be that person who listens, 

asks questions and helps other 

discern their calling!  

Learn more or discover your calling at 

AllCalled.org. If you are interested in being 

trained in using this tool as a calling coach, 

please contact Pastor Diana.  

 

The All Called  Project is a service of Vibrant 

Faith funded through grants from the Lilly 

Foundation Inc.  

Vibrantfaithprojects.org 

https://allcalled.org/
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/all-called.html
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By Nancy Bainer 

Last year I was sleeping in my van in the Walmart 

parking lot.  Today, as I recover from carotid 

artery surgery in a safe, warm and comfortable 

house, I’m grateful for the people I met while I 

was homeless.   

When my son and I lost the apartment we had, 

we couldn’t find a place that was affordable and 

would accept our pets.  At the same time, I was 

diagnosed with blocked arteries so I couldn’t find 

work that was not too strenuous.  That’s how I 

ended up living in my van.  I had some offers to 

sleep in a friend’s recliner or to stay at Welcome 

House.  I didn’t want anyone to say to me “I did 

this for you, now you do this for me.”  I didn’t 

want to stay at the shelter because it’s noisy and 

too much drama.  It was just easier to live in my 

van.  I would get it good and warm, turn it off 

and sleep on a futon mattress between a 

sleeping bag and lots of blankets.   

I got help from lots of places and was able to 

help others who I met while living outdoors.  I 

was always giving somebody something out of 

the back of my van.  PIN ministries at the Library, 

the Mary Rose Mission and Florence Christian 

Church helped all of us out with lots of things.  

There was a woman and her son who would give 

us clothes and food from their vehicle in the 

parking lot at night.   People didn’t even think I 

was homeless because I could get a shower.  The 

people that I met and talked to while waiting for 

my shower were always kind and respectful. 

Jeremy and Little Joey offered to take care of me.  

“Let us know if somebody’s bothering you and 

we will protect you.”  We all had our stories to 

tell and we watched out for each other.   

I was working part-time at a store in Indiana and 

it provided enough money to keep gas in my van 

usually.  I could eat one meal there and could 

usually take a snack with me until I had dinner at 

Mary Rose Mission.  Then I got a fulltime job 

working for an insurance company providing 

transportation for their clients to doctor’s 

appointments.  I have a company car and get 

paid every week.  This job has helped me get the 

house I’m living in with my boyfriend.  We have 

been able to buy furniture.  I was able to finally 

get rid of my sinus infections that kept me from 

getting the surgery I needed.   

Every day living homeless sucks.  I was in survivor 

mode, but I found ways to survive through the 

kindness of others.   
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Photo by Azin Javadzadeh on Unsplash 

Rebecca DeCecco and the Discover Zone  

staff go above and beyond expectation  

to help the children and their  

parents navigate rapidly  

changing regulations.  

James Yates keeps the building safe 

and sanitized so our Discover Zone 

families can feel confident their 

children are healthy at childcare and 

the staff is healthy at work.   

Shauna Releford is radically welcoming 

as the first contact for the church and 

broader community seeking information 

about the ministries of the church.  

Melissa Stephens keeps us 

connected and informed 

through email, social media 

and printed information.   

Leslie and David Markesbery, Joe 

Bishop, James Stephenson, John & 

Angie McLemore, Sam Combs, Ron 

Diamond, Lizzie Hern, Elders and 

Deacons provide consistent and 

meaningful on-campus and  

online worship experiences,  

navigating through  

unpredictable  

challenges. 

Pastor Susan and Pastor Diana share the love of 

God with us each and every day through inspiring 

worship online and on-campus, daily devotions and 

pastoral leadership. 

By Glenna Galbraith 

The staff of Florence Christian Church enables the congregation  to live out their mission of 

abundant love, grace and acceptance and keeps the church  community strong and vibrant. 

https://unsplash.com/@azinjx?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/mountain?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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An interview with MaryAnn Coyle  

by Melissa Stephens 

The day MaryAnn Coyle and I talked we had to 

play phone tag several times.  MaryAnn had been 

on the phone with 4 Hospice representatives and 

one family member all morning.  That’s not 

uncommon for MaryAnn.  Scheduling and getting 

to all the Hospice appointments Jim has in a 

month is one of her many challenges providing 

care for her husband with cancer.   

MaryAnn is Jim’s primary caregiver and managing 

his changing needs, wants and feelings is another 

daily challenge for her.  Jim’s cancer affects his 

memory, his mood, his appetite and his body in 

unpredictable ways.  Their children and 

grandchildren as well as Jim’s family provide 

support but they don’t fully understand her 

struggle.  “They don’t see the blunt end of it that I 

am living,” says MaryAnn.   

When asked what MaryAnn does to take care of 

herself she said her sister and her kids take her out. 

She doesn’t like to leave Jim for too long though.  

“My fear is that if I go somewhere he will get 

upset.  Or if something happens to him while I’m 

gone it would be my fault because I wasn’t there.”   

MaryAnn and Jim have been married 32 years with 

all of its ups and downs. Her mother says, and 

MaryAnn believes, that she and Jim were destined 

by God to be together.   

MaryAnn’s children started going to Florence 

Christian and she went with them.  From the 

beginning she felt it was where she needed to be; 

she was comfortable there.  “During one invitation 

I felt like someone was pushing me forward.  When 

I told my mother about it she said it was God 

telling me to join the church.” MaryAnn delayed 

joining and then the pandemic hit.  MaryAnn 

invited Pastor Susan to come visit with her and Jim.  

Pastor Susan and Jim had time together and she 

comforted MaryAnn with assurance that Jim was 

solid in his faith and had accepted this difficult 

time in his journey.  Pastor Susan’s words to 

MaryAnn gave her what she needed to feel peace 

and to move on with what was lying ahead. Soon 

after that visit with Pastor Susan, MaryAnn joined 

Florence Christian as a Ministry Partner.   

MaryAnn says the Sunday morning worship 

services truly lift her up through her daily 

struggles.  Her children and grandchildren know 

not to disturb her when she has her headphones 

on because “she’s going to church.”  When she 

needs a boost in the middle of the week she will 

watch the worship service again or listen to one of 

the daily devotions.  She says it makes her feel 

better.   

MaryAnn is very grateful for the calls and cards she 

gets from members of the church.  “It feels good 

to know that people are thinking of us.”  

MaryAnn with her many grandchildren 
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In the first issue “Break Through,” we read stories from 

community  members with life-threatening problems.  The 

second issue “Our Guide” introduced Florence Christian 

Church as a guide through the pandemic. This issue “Reaching 

The Summit,” celebrates the success of our friends and 

ministry partners.  

As we enter the Christmas season we pray that you will be 

inspired and encouraged by these modern day heroes.   

This year’s issues followed the plot of every good story... 

Winter “Break Through”   Summer “Our Guide”  Fall “Reaching The Summit” 


