
July 7, 2019  

“Be Bold and Courageous”  

God’s purpose is now to show the rulers and powers 

in the heavens the many different varieties of his 

wisdom through the church. This was consistent with 

the plan he had from the beginning of time that he 

accomplished through Christ Jesus our Lord. In Christ 

we have bold and confident access to God through 

faith in him. I ask that Christ will live in your hearts 

through faith. As a result of having strong roots in 

love, I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s 

width and length, height and depth, together with all 

believers. Ephesians 3:10-12, 17-18  

MONDAY 7.8.19  2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

God’s ambassadors, changing lives 

The apostle Paul said humanity’s core spiritual problem is alienation from God. The good news, he said, 

is that God is NOT angry or alienated. God loves us, wants to reconcile us to himself, and acted in Christ 

to bring that about. Then God made it the mission of citizens of the “new creation” in Christ to call 

others to “be reconciled to God.” At Florence Christian Church we aim to offer that call to our 

community, our neighbors, our families and our friends.   

 Paul told the Corinthians that every person who is in Christ becomes “part of the new creation.” 

It is, he said, as if God wipes out all the old, and starts totally fresh with you. The Message 

paraphrased verse 20 as “Become friends with God; he’s already a friend with you.” Do you 

visualize God as seeking reconciliation with all of us, or as angry and aloof? How has God made 

you “a new creature in Christ”? Who do you know who needs to hear that good news? 

 

 What historical event or person seems to you to present the most vivid picture of God’s 

reconciling work in the world (e.g. Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King Jr.)? In what ways did 

God work through that person or event to bring about reconciliation and wholeness? In your 

own life, when have you seen anger and pain changed in positive ways when reconciliation 

takes place?  

 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for putting me right here, right now, to be one of your ambassadors. I pray for 

strength to live in and share your mercy and compassion. Guide Florence Christian as we pursue that 

mission. Amen. 

TUESDAY 7.9.19 

God’s purpose for the church  Ephesians 3:7–21 

In verses 7, 18 and 20 this passage cited God’s power. It used the Greek word dunamis, the root of the 

word “dynamite”! It didn’t see “church” as static or boring, but as cosmic energy at work for eternal 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A14-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A7%E2%80%9321&version=NIV


purposes. Inside the church, when it serves as God intends, we find pardon, friendship and healing. But 

those gifts can never stay locked inside. God’s purpose is to show “the many different varieties of his 

wisdom through the church.” That’s why Florence Christian has multiple worship services to reach 

different people and ministries—to do all we can to give “glory to [God] in the church.” 

 When Ephesians spoke of “the church,” the term (Greek ecclesia) did not mean a building or 

organization. It was an assembly, a group of people led by and sharing God. How does it shift 

the ways you think about the buildings we build, or renovate and the questions we ask, to think 

of them as tools to serve God’s powerful mission, rather than an end in themselves? 

  The Greek word translated “the many different varieties of his wisdom” in verse 10 was 

“polupoikilos.” It meant “many colored”—as though Paul was picturing God’s grace and wisdom 

as a kind of dazzling rainbow. In what ways has God’s grace and wisdom added color and beauty 

to your life? How can you help our church reflect that beauty to all we contact?  

Prayer: Lord God, I so grateful for the grace you’ve showed in calling me to be a member of your church. 

Guide me today and every day that my life may reflect your wisdom and power. Amen.  

WEDNESDAY 7.10.19   

Grow in grace  1 Peter 1:22-2:3 

Peter’s searching words show us what happens deep inside when Christians grow: we love deeply, 

sincerely, from our heart. Hypocrisy, deceit, envy or unkind speech are signals that we need a closer 

walk with Jesus, learning to love as he loves.  

 Peter told his readers (and us) that hypocrisy, deceit, envy and unkind speech are qualities to 

“get rid of.” How has God made your life better by replacing those negative qualities with “the 

pure milk of the word”? In what areas of life do you want God to fill you more fully and nourish 

your spiritual growth more completely? 

 • Peter referred in 1:23 to Christians receiving new birth – being born again. “Born again” did not 

mean, as it sometimes does today, to align yourself with a religious organization or political 

persuasion. It was Jesus’ way of describing the new inner life the Holy Spirit brings into any heart 

that is open to him. Notice the qualities Peter said show in the life of a person to whom God’s power 

has given new birth. Do you find those qualities desirable? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the gift of honesty with myself, so that I can recognize where I need to 

change. Show me the places where you call me to grow in your amazing grace. Amen.  

THURSDAY 7.11.19 

Deepening our roots to grow  Jeremiah 17:7-8  

These verses may sound pious and abstract, but that’s not how Jeremiah meant them. Around them we 

find a whole set of warnings that the Israelites are not trusting God, and instead trying to navigate life 

with their own wisdom while ignoring God’s principles. Today’s reading, far from abstract, was a 

passionate call from God (through the prophet) for God’s people to change their ways. If they would 

root their lives in trust in God, they would grow spiritually strong enough to withstand any test that 

came their way.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A22-2%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+17%3A7-8+&version=NIV


 We don’t have to be experts to know that whether we want a green lawn that can survive 

summer’s heat or trees that will stand firm in the mid-western winds that sweep across our 

prairies, the depth of the plants’ roots is critically important. Following Jeremiah’s lead, how 

firmly rooted do you believe your trust in God is right now?  

  Scholar J. Andrew Dearman focused on the way Jeremiah contrasted those who are “cursed” with 

those who “trust” in God. “These two terms are used in the great listings of curses and blessings in 

Deuteronomy 27-28. The contrast is between trust in human effort and design, and reliance on 

God.” * Which do you trust more: your own effort, or God’s leading? In what ways do you want your 

trust in God to grow more deeply rooted, less likely to be stressed by any “drought” conditions life 

throws your way? 

 * J. Andrew Dearman, The NIV Application Commentary: Jeremiah, Lamentations. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002, p. 175. 

Prayer: Lord, sometimes my soul gets so dry and thirsty. Help me learn how to sink my roots deeper into 

your way of life, so that I anchor myself firmly for good or bad challenges that come in life. Amen.  

FRIDAY 7.12.19 

How will you finish Jesus’ parable?  Luke 13:5-9  

We could call the parable Jesus told in today’s reading “The Unfinished Parable.” The story was common 

enough. There was a fig tree in a vineyard (apparently that was good for the vines). But it wasn’t bearing 

any fruit. The owner was ready to cut the fruitless tree down, but the gardener (Jesus?) pleaded the 

tree’s case. “Give it one more year,” he said. Hauntingly, Jesus stopped the story there. He didn’t say if 

the tree bore fruit, or the owner cut it down. 

 Jesus told this parable on his way to Jerusalem, where he would die on the cross (cf. Luke 

9:51). He had been preaching and ministering for about three years, but if anything, the 

religious leaders seemed more determined to resist and do away with him than they were 

when he began. How did his story challenge those who first heard him speak it?  

 The gardener pleaded for one more year to help the tree bear good fruit. Verse 5 showed 

what Jesus meant by “bearing fruit.” And he didn’t limit his story’s meaning to the people 

who first heard him. Its open-ended quality speaks to all of us who claim to be his followers. 

So what about you--how will you finish Jesus’ unfinished parable in your life?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you dig up the soil around me, water and fertilize, and watch eagerly for the fruit to 

appear in me. Help me to work with you, so that my life may indeed bear fruit to your glory. Amen.  

SATURDAY 7.13.19  

The qualities “the walk” produces in you  2 Peter 1:3-8  

Peter said God’s forgiveness and divine love give us the inner power we need to escape all that is wrong 

in our world. He set forth how every part of our life grows as we open ourselves to let God’s power work 

in us. John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, wrote of this passage in his Notes on the Bible: “In this most 

beautiful connection, each preceding grace leads to the following; each following, tempers and perfects 

the preceding.” Wesley urged the church to serve God with their heads, their hearts and their hands, 

and this passage pictured qualities that transform our whole life. Cooperate with God to add each of 

these qualities to your life, Peter said. They will give you everything you need for life and godliness.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+13%3A5-9+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+2+Peter+1%3A3-8+&version=NIV


 Peter made the sweeping claim that God has given us everything we need for a godly life. Which 

of the positive qualities he listed in verses 5 through 7 do you find most appealing? Which of 

these qualities are already present in your life? Thank God for them! How can you more 

completely connect with God’s spiritual power to add the other good things to your life? Mr. 

Wesley’s notes on these verses also said that “‘sour godliness,’ so called, is of the devil.” Have 

you ever known anyone who seemed to believe that “moral excellence” required “sour 

godliness”? What helps you trust that God wants your life to be sweet, not sour, that God’s gift 

of moral excellence offers you a life filled with joy and beauty?  

Family Activity: Gather your family in a comfortable setting outside. Invite your family to be loud and 

talkative while trying to listen to the sounds around them. Then invite them to be quiet and still while 

listening to the sounds around. Talk about and listen to what each person heard each time. Discuss 

under what circumstances it was easier to listen to the surrounding sounds. Connect this with how we 

listen to God. How do we best hear God? Is it when we are rushing around, full of activity and constantly 

talking? Or is it when we pause to be still, read our Bibles, pray and worship? How are we listening to 

God as we seek to give and serve generously? As a family, build some time into your schedules for 

listening more intentionally to God and one another. Ask God to help you be better listeners. 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, remind me that I am never “done growing” in this life. Pour your Spirit into my heart, 

leading me on from one positive step of growth to the next. Amen. 


