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The Holy Spirit, Priesthood of All 

Believers and One Million Cups 

Scripture:     Acts 2:1-4  

When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 

it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

MONDAY 07.01.19 

 “Different activities but the same God”  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

The culture of the Greek seaport city of Corinth (like that of Rome, the empire’s capital—and 

like ours) urged people to fight their way to the “top spot,” and to trample anyone who got in 

their way. Humanly, we tend to see relationships like a pyramid, with the most important place 

and person on the point at the top. But the apostle Paul said the church was NOT like a 

pyramid. Instead, he said, every member of the church was important in doing God’s work. • 

We may think God only gives “churchy” gifts, like singing, praying, or working with kids. The 

book Understanding Spiritual Gifts said, “We often overlook our “everyday” human attributes 

like having a strong back or being able to repair machines or grow flowers. Some of us can 

organize; some can do accounting; some can greet people warmly and make them feel 

welcome; some can make plants grow. Think about such natural abilities and how God might 

use them.” Are you overlooking any of your gifts as “too ordinary”? • Paul introduced this 

subject by writing, “Brothers and sisters, I don’t want you to be ignorant about spiritual gifts.” 

Why not? What’s the downside to the church of having many of its members not serving in any 

way, or serving in ways that God hasn’t gifted them to serve? What’s the downside for the 

people involved? (To learn more about your spiritual gifts, visit www.cor.org/spiritualgifts—

there are two classes in July.)  

Prayer: Giving God, you have given me gifts, and called me to use them to do your work on this 

earth. Guide me as I seek to discover, develop and use these gifts for your glory. Amen.  

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A1-11&version=NIV


TUESDAY 7.2.19 

 “All the parts … are one body”  1 Corinthians 12:12-21 

Drawing on a fact we live with daily—the interdependence of all the varied parts of our physical 

body—Paul created a new image to describe God’s intention for the church. We are, he said, 

“the body of Christ.” The image is now so familiar that we don’t often think about what it 

actually means. Paul was saying our varied gifts relate to one another in the same way all the 

different parts of our body interact. Wholeness depends on each part doing what God designed 

it to do. • Paul addressed two challenges in today’s passage. The first is our human tendency to 

think, “Everyone else should be like me—do what I do, be passionate about the same things I’m 

passionate about.” So he asked, “If the whole body were an eye, what would happen to the 

hearing? And if the whole body were an ear, what would happen to the sense of smell?” (verse 

17) How hard or easy do you find it to value people whose gifts are very different from yours? • 

The second challenge Paul spoke to is our tendency to envy other people’s gifts, to want to be 

like them. “If the foot says, ‘I’m not part of the body because I’m not a hand,’ does that mean 

it’s not part of the body?” he wrote in verse 15. Have you ever wished you had the same gifts as 

someone you greatly admire? What has helped you learn to value and use your own gifts, 

rather than trying to imitate someone else with different gifts?  

Prayer: Lord God, there are days when it’s hard for me to believe that you love and value me 

and my unique mix of strengths and weaknesses. But I’m part of your “body,” so please use 

what I have to offer to bless others. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY 7.3.19 

 “If I have the gift … but I don’t have love, I’m nothing”  1 Corinthians 12:26-13:3 

Your gifts, Paul told the Corinthians, are unique and wonderful. What’s more, it is important to 

develop your gifts and use them. But Paul also reminded his readers that their gifts were not 

tools to outdo others in a quest for human power or glory. Be who God made you to be, and 

work together for God in heaven’s spirit of love. • In the first part of today’s passage, Paul 

asked several questions that all assumed the answer, “No.” In various ways he asked, “Are we 

all gifted in the exact same ways?” Paul said “you are the body of Christ” collectively, but you 

are also “individually members of it.” Reflect on what makes you unique. What are your unique 

interests, talents and passions? What are some ways in which your uniqueness can join God’s 

mission, and equip you to work with God for the good of others? • Paul believed each person 

has unique gifts. Yet after teaching about that, he boldly said in verse 31, “… I am going to show 

you an even better way.” Then he said clearly that nothing matters in God’s eyes (not even 

faith!) if you don’t have love. What matters most is love, not gifts, good deeds, power or 

knowledge. God means you to use your gifts based on love, not on selfish interests. Is love the 

main driving force in how you use your gifts, or some other motivation?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A12-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A26-13%3A3&version=NIV


Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for blessing me with unique gifts, talents and interests. Help 

me embrace the person you have made me to be, and then use my unique abilities to 

contribute to your mission in the world and the good of others. Amen.  

THURSDAY 7.4.19 

 “Accept each other with love”  Ephesians 4:1-7 

Scholar John Dickson wrote, “’humility’ (humilitas in Latin; tapeinos in Greek) was not a virtue 

in Graeco Roman ethics … In its place was philotimia, “the love of honour.” Aristotle had 

insisted that “honour” and “reputation” are among the pleasantest things one could 

contemplate and attain for oneself.” In that setting, it was striking that Ephesians said 

“humility, gentleness and patience” are among God’s key qualities for building a healthy 

spiritual body. • Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13 about love as the crucial environment in which 

we use God’s gifts and do God’s work. To the Ephesians also he said our diversity of gifts is most 

useful when we do our varied tasks in a spirit of unity, as one body. In what ways have you seen 

differences in gifts and passions strain the body’s unity? What practical steps help to maintain 

unity among people with very different gifts? • Paul never saw the work God calls us to as a 

burden. He used words that evoke high adventure and grand privilege: “I encourage you to live 

as people worthy of the call you received from God” (verse 1). When have you experienced the 

work you do for God as noble, fulfilling and exhilarating? What helps you to extend that sense 

of high calling to even routine tasks?  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, it is an honor to work for you. Keep that sense alive in my heart, and 

help me to extend the same honor to all of those who, like me, are working for you. Amen. 

FRIDAY 7.5.19 

The body grows “as each one does its part”   Ephesians 4:11-16 

Of all the New Testament lists of God-given gifts, this one (“apostles, prophets, evangelists, 

pastors and teachers”) may be the one that the most Christians would recognize. Problem is, 

far fewer Christians see themselves in the list. But Ephesians did not say God gives only these 

gifts. Rather, God meant these gifts to equip all of God’s people for the divine work of serving 

and building up the body of Christ. • Why do you think Resurrection has a certain number of 

paid staff people? (Hint: the purpose of paid staff is NOT to do all the spiritual (or physical) 

work for the church members.) As scholar N. T. Wright put it, “The main point of certain people 

having special roles is so that every single Christian, and the church as a whole, may be 

equipped for their work of service.” In what ways have people with the gifts mentioned in 

today’s reading strengthened and deepened your spiritual walk? • What do you think spiritual 

maturity looks like? Ten years of regular worship attendance? Participation in five in-depth 

Bible studies? Tithing? Having three mission trips under your belt? Well, maybe. In verse 13, 

Paul described it this way: “to be fully grown, measured by the standard of the fullness of 

Christ.” Identify two areas of life where you are happy with your growth toward spiritual 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A1-7&version=NIV
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maturity, and one or two in which you seriously want God to help you grow during the rest of 

2014.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the head of the church, and you are the Lord of my life. Keep me 

growing toward your standard of maturity, and guide me as I use my gifts to help others grow, 

too. Amen.  

SATURDAY 7.6.19 

 “We are God’s coworkers”  1 Corinthians 3:4-9 

 The apostle Paul taught that God gives every believer gifts to use in doing God’s work. We are 

all different, and God needs each person’s individuality, shaped by our God-given gifts, to 

accomplish God’s purposes. Today we read Paul “walking his talk” about the value of each 

Christian’s gifts. He wrote that, although he and another teacher named Apollos had played 

differing parts in building up the church in Corinth, neither of them (or their followers) could or 

should claim that one was superior to the other. Both served God, and in the end, any glory for 

what they had done went to God. • Scholar William Barclay wrote of this passage, “This is 

extremely significant because it means that you can tell what a man’s relations with God are by 

looking at his relations with his fellow men. If he is at variance with his fellow men, if he is a 

quarrelsome, argumentative, trouble-making creature, he may be a diligent church attender, he 

may even be a church office-bearer, but he is not a man of God.” Who do you know who shines 

at drawing people together, rather than driving wedges between them? By the standard 

Barclay draws from this passage, how are your relations with God doing? 

 Prayer: Dear God, I love you. I want to honor you. Sometimes I miss the link between how I 

treat other people and how I honor you. Help me keep that in focus, and draw people together 

rather than driving wedges. Amen.  

Family Activity: As a family, talk about how each person can use his or her God-given gifts and 

abilities to serve those within and outside of the home. Use construction paper and crayons to 

draw pictures of your home, your neighborhood and the world. On the pictures, write or draw 

the gifts of each person in the places where they might be best put to work. Also, write or draw 

about ways each person’s gifts can be used to serve others in those places. Thank God for giving 

these gifts to you and pray together, asking God to help guide you to use your abilities gifts. 

Display your family’s pictures as a reminder to serve and work for those who are in your home, 

neighborhood and world. 
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